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5— . KK . ̃—ã] ES NO ER 


AS „ +, 


- 
* 
A - 
» - 
< 1 

J „ 

* 
— 


5 


= 


T0877 s 45 


9 * 
"I 
© 

x b, 


o 
1 
* 
= 
r 
* - 
* 
* 
* 7 
- 
CY 
= 


. = . 1 % 


- * eee 


e 


"4 
* ©. * 
1 
* | N 
0 : - l 
9 
- 
= 
* 
1 4 * 
* +$ 
1 
- 0 
* 8 = 
| . k oi =.” 
"IR * = 7 * 4 7 
o * 
0 „ F 
—- 
- 
. 
- —— —. 
* * 
” 


— 


pa 


1 


anf af Counſel 


1 0 


— 


ProTESTANT DiosnxTBRS 
WITH 


Some Serious QUE R I ES 


To ſuch as Hate and Caſt them out; #1 


And a Friendly ADMONITION to ſuch 
as Deſert them. e ig 


IN 0 


SE KMONS, 


Preach'd firſt at Weſtminſter, on March 30. 


m 


And afterwards | 


At the Merchants Lecture, at Salters-Hall, 
On May the 20th, and . oe 30: box + 


tt. 


5 K FouoxD Caranr, D.D. 
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Printed for Jobn Lawrence, at the Angel in * Poultry 
7. Clarke, at the Bible and Crown in Old On ol 
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Sincere „e ANI af 
all Denominations, into 


e ; whoſe Hands theſe Fa. 
pers ſhall fall. 7 


A Friends and WS 2 ne 
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HE Reaſon of my thas Adire by * | 
is, becauſe I conceive. you have a Com- 
mon Concern-in the Truths here offer d 
to Confederation, from the Word of 
. 60 'D, which we all own for our Rule and Stan- 
dard. 1 am not however ſo ignorant of the Power 
and Prevalence of the 3 pry jth Sentiments by 
| which we are diſtinguiſh d, as to imagine that what 
1 here publiſh'd will find à like. Acceptance with all. 
But thus much I am with Truth able to ſay for my 
"ſelf, that if I had been ſenſible that any thing here 
propos d could have given juſt Offence to any true 
Lovers of the Proteſtant nk 9g ſhould have 
Pudiouſly wav d it, and thought that 5 bad been 
m Duty to do ſo. Upon which Declaration I think 
1 may be allow d to hope, That ſuch of all Parties 
as FA not forgotten the Good Old Rule of doing 
as they would be done unto, ſhould. be \/ 8 
in their Cenſures, tho 1 may not be {o happy as to 
bave len eA; pprobation. 


* „ N 


Teannot m profe ſing 3 my ſelf an 0 Lamen- 
. ter of our [ad Diviſions, at a time when our common 
' «Enemies the Papiſts are ſo big with Expectation- 
* Jucepeding i in thoſe Deſigns againſt us, which they 
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have ſo long been forming. 7 we but agree f 
to Love one another, my Fears of them would va- | 
niſh. But it is our Mutual Hatred, and our for- 
wardneſs to caſt ory one another, that appears to | 
me to give them beir reate K. Who- - | 
| _ ever they are ibat c brit, (let then | ba 
| call d h hit Names they 111 dag as far as | ans 

| able "4 25 udge, promote their Deſigns, oy hon 


way be their real Intentions. This is | way. 1 
for he Freedom which J bevy Bere ws 7”, eAnd bad 
I not thought this 4 fe 25 ethos I ſhould 
not ea ſily have been perſua 3 abroad into 


the World two plain Diſcour or 8 at a 5 when it | 
is ſo bard to ſay any thing that ſhall pleaſe, — 5 
are not pleas d either with rhe e. * 122 | 
Wer ir. IE» 


| r pretend not, that Part bes 4 to 
. excus d from tog ar ary 5 ous, 
fuch as a Gracions GO D is read to accept. Were 
not He more Merciful to'm l, than we have 
been to one another, we ſhould truly be in 4 moſf 
_ * miſerable Condition; and” T doubt, bad all of ws 
long ere this, bein caſt out of this ed Land, which 
"He hath fo many e Fw d. J 
Aurſt not, for my part, in the lea attempt v0. 
plead for, or extenuazre, any thing of this kind, 
-Whoſhever be the guilry Perſonr: But Were ve 
Guilt i; greateſt, there certainly, there is #he moſt 
nid of Repentamte; and I cannot (oe bow that can 1 
be expected, ile . Fuult i: 111 Ji e * * 
Tan Jen d, or over. ao. ob a Yo! 
3 e enen be I ES = «nt 1. 
| |; DI D they gs are Diſſeness from he Na- 
| Is tional Eſtabliſhment, (to whom I cannot forbear ad- 
 bering e long as 1 oa hr, baue clears 
on their ſide) as genera 
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lickly aaefties the Validity of their Baptiſm, 

a pro ee of Aereptance with &6 D in" 

the Way they take, and as ; openly declare for the” 

caſting and kriping them out,” and any way ac 
boldly weaken the Foundations which the Reform 
tion ſtands upon, as is done by many in the Eft" 
bliſh'd Church, (by their aſſerting” @ proper Power 
in. Prieſts to forgiue Sins; pleading for the Ne 
ceſſity of  4chnowledzing the «Authority, and ſub- 
mitting to the Laws and Decrees of the Catholict 
po „ in = to 05 , N reed, 
and urging the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of Epi k 
G 10 the Being of a Churth 05 antes, 
- ind the like) I ſhould be as ready to diſcover my- 
| Diſlike of ſuch a Temper on their Jide, us Tam on 

the other. © But Tl GOD, that i is orberwiſe. 
And let others he as Hot as they pleaſe, I cannot 
bely thinking, that where Yhere is moſt Charity, 
there, there is moſt of GOD, and the greateſt 
likelihood of His «Approbation.” And jt would be 
[Frange, if anprejudic'd and impartial Perſons ſhould * 


mot herein concur. We 


* 


I very Diſmal thing that there ſboul s 
ſuch a Spirit at Work among us, at ſeems to mate _ 
ſome ſtwvere Scourge neceſſary to bring ns to bur x 
ſelves. May there be many found Steady and Fairh- | 
ful under the ſoreſt Trials. When they -are over, 
I hope we ſhall conſider our Differences calmly, and 
net with Heat and in Haſte, and come to underſtand 
one another better, and ſee that there is Good Rea- 
ſon to make'allowance for a Diverſity of Sentiments, _ 
among thoſe that may be equally capable of approv- 
ing themſelves to G OD as to their Integrity, with- 
out caſting out ſuch as may be taken in upon 
Scriptural Grounds, When G O D by bis Appear- 
ane is pleas'd to uſber im theſe Times, I am per- 
ſuaded none will need to be urg d to be aſham'd of 
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"The FRE 


1 endea vouring to confine the Intereſt of 0 K 7 ST 
to their own Party, er to ſupport it by ſuch Methods | 
as little become the | Followers of the Prince of 
8 who has declar d for Mercy rather than 
Sacrifice, and whoſe undoubted Character it Was, 
not to break the bruiſed Reed, or Md the. 
* Flax. 


4 N the mean time, Je us in our * Di 4 
| ferent Ways, unite in à ſerious and earneſt Appli- 
cation to the Father of Mercies and the GOD of 
all. Grace, to reform our Tempers and Manners, 
and revive the Power of Godlineſs among us; to. 
ſecure the Credit of a Faithful. Goſpel Miniſtry, 
and, of his own Sacred Inſtitutions ; to prevent a re- 
turn of Popery, and a forfeiture of our Civil and 
| Religious Liberties ; to check Scepticiſm, and Pro- 
faneneſs, Lying, Defrauding, Intemperance, Defa- 
mation, Diſſimulation, and all the Works of Dark- 
meſs ; and to diffuſe among us an Holy Light and 
Lowe in a rich abundance: And bereby all we 
manifeſt ourſelves better Friends to the Chriſtian 
Intereſt, and more true Lovers of our Native 
Countrey, than. by. perſiſting in Biting and De- 
youring one another, which. if tbe Word of 
Truth be to be believ a, is the Way fo 2 e 
one af another. 
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abr veg) IA ATAH Lxvi. 8 


Hear the word of the Lonp, ye that 
"tremble at his word, Tour Fetbfen 
that hated you, that caſt you out for 
my names ſake, ſaid, Bet the LorD 
. glorified: but he ſpall appear to 
Deux 3505 and they ſhall be aſhamed. | 


H 10 H way Jog er the Voies of 
, Alknighry GOD is given forth, it 
is moſt attentively to be Liſten'd 
to, by all Reaſonable Creatures“: 
From Him they all in Common 

receive their Beings, and upon him they depend for 

Life and Happineſs; and therefore nothing can be 

more fir or becoming, than that the mould have 

Ear to hear, when He thinks fit to ſpeak. He ſpeaks 

both by his Worte, and by his brd; and be i it in 

one way or another that He gives any Ggnificarion of 
his Pleaſure , the not regarding Him is a great — 


And expoſes to his zuſt Reſentment. The Morte of 


GOD have a Language that is intelligible: And 
they are to be conſider d, that their Language may 
be Underſtood. Some of his Providenees loudly 
proclaim his Cletmency, and his particular Regard to 
ſuch as are devoted to his Fear: while others as ſen- 
nbly declare his Juſtice and Severity, and tell all ſuch 
as obſerve them with" becomifig Care, That the 
Gteat GOD is provok d, and that it concerns them 


85 re to meet him in the Wa of ud ments; 
© B 10 f his J 8 el 


— — —— 
Comfort and Gounſel 

rr k!ã(5[rlfũ nn — 
which cannot by any Means be ſo effectually Aver- 
red, as by a ſerious Humiliation, and Reformation. 
And whether He be iment upon magnifying his Ju- 
ſtice, or lexving the Purpoſes of his Mercy, if Per- 
ſons do r oblerye and ſtudy Providence, it cannot 
be expected that they ſhould Comport with it, and 

2 * kJ ; 3 


= 


make ſuitable Improvement. | j. 
Bur GO D ſpeaks yet more diſtinctly by his Word, 
Which is a full Signification of his Mind, as far as 
the Knowledge of it is neceſſary, to his Church in 
General, or to his Particular Servants ; Directin 
them in their Way, and Work, and Dury, aden 
and teproving, and aſſiſting or incouraging them; a& 
cording to their differing Circumſtances, Neceflities 
and Occaſions. And Happy are they that hear it, and 
re by it, and ready to comply 
With it. ö | | = | 
+. GOD ſpake of Old to his Servants the Patriarchs, 
; Prophets, and Apoſtles, before He made uſe of them 
to convey his Word to others: Bur fince the Sacred 
Canon has been finiſn'd, we are upon all Occaſions 
- reſerr'd to the written Word; ſtudying which, we 
"may find ſuitable and ſufficient Direction both as ro 
our Duty and Intereſt, in every Circumſtance that 
can well be conceiv'd. We are thence at all times 
to tage our Meaſures of Practiſe, and our Comforts 
and Incouragements. 4.0 , 
.. We are, at preſent in a Iuncture that bears ſome 
Marks chat are. Peculiar ; and too many are ata Loſs: 
And yet even now by recourſe to the written Mord of 
GOD, and ſeriouſly ſtudying it, we may find what 
will Help xo direct, and ſupport, and aſſiſt us, in and 
under whatſoever we may be call'd of GO D either 
to do, or to bear. And I am not without Hope that 
we may be ſatisfactorily convinc d of this, by Medi- 
rating ſeriouſſy on the Text propos d; which repre- 
ſents a very affecting Caſe, and yet gives light in a 
dark and: gloomy Scene, and affords ample and abun- 
dant Incouragement to ſuch as faithfully adher d to 
| GOD in the way of their Duty. 
| {There are Three Things in the Text which call 
| for our particular Notice: And they are theſe, Ihe 
See. 6h, the n ſpoken to; The 2 
char 15 given them, and, The particular Meſſage ſens 
Ao Ek 


. 
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ad at ad i 1 1 


to PROTESTANT DiaStnTERS. 3 


I. The Perſons that ate here ſpoken to ate remark- 
able for the Character which isgiven of them. They 
are deſerib d as trembling at the Mord af Cod. They 
area People chat ſtand in awe of God's d, as Da- pal. cxix; 
vid declares of himſelf, that he did moſt heartily! :; 5, 
And this is truly an Excellent Character. They, to 
whom the Bleſſed GOD is here ſpeaking, are ſuch. 
as were) habitually diſpos'd to receive his Word with 
Reverence, and freely to ſubmit and yield to its Au- 
thority. Tis ſuch as they, that have a ſpecial Meſ- 
ſage, here ſent them from Heaven: "Tis ſuch as they, 
that are here call d on to hear the Word of the Lord. 
All indeed ſhould bear when He is the Speaker; 
none ſhould think themſelves unconcern'd in the Re- 
ports and Repreſentations of his Hord: Bur to ſuch. 
as tremble at hu Mord does GOD peculiarly! Addreſs: 
himſelf. He has at all times had a more than Com 
mon Intercourſe with Perſons of ſuch a Temper. He 
loves to ſpeak to ſuch;; for He knows they have Ears * 
to hear. They are of a reachable Diſpoſition, He 
does not loſe his Pains upon them as He does upon 
others, He ſpeaks to ſuch with Freedom; and is 
leſs upon the reſerve with them, than with the reſt 
of Mankind. Nor was this Character pecullar co 
thoſe to whom the Prophet is here ſpeaking. It is a 
Genuine Character of the ſincere Servants of GOD 
in all Ages, that is given upon this Occaſion: They 
all eremble at his Nord, and they are thereby diſtiu- 
guiſh'd from the Men of the World. And it is be- 
cCauſe of their trembling at hy Word, that He loves 
them, and delights in them, and looks to them in a 
way of Mercy, and Favour, and Pity; as is intimated 
in this Oontext; For to this Man will T look, ſays GOD, Ver. 2. 
even to him that n Poor, and of à Contrite Spirit, and 
trembleth at my Word. They look to GO D, and He 
looks to them. They hear him, and He hears them, 
and graciouſly regards them; and is inchn'd to own ' 
and favour them, and appear for them. Such Perſons 
ate particularly ſingled out to receive the Meſſage here 
ſent, that they might be animated and ſupported un- 
der the Reproach and Diſgrace, and Ill-uſage they 
met with, A ſignal Divine Bleſſing is here promis d | 
to them, and to them only; becauſe they alone were 
Et and qualified for it, - v5 cannotwonder that the 


oy r 


4 Comfort and Counſel! \ 
to whom this Character belongs ſhould be ſelected 
in this Caſe , ſince it is freely here deelar'd in the 
beginning of the Chapter, that ſuch were much more 
precious in his Eyes, than others; and intimated 
that he would look to them as the Temple in which He 
would dwell, rather than to the Temple at ꝓeruſalem, 
of which they, by whom theſe his Servants were 
deſpis'd, were ſo apt to make their Boaſts. GOD 
has ever had more regard to ſuch as trembled at his 
Mord, than to ſuch as valu'd' themſelves upon the 
Church they belong'd ro. FATS. F107 * Lat! 
© .* Secondly, The Charge which is given to theſe: Per- 
ſans, is alſo to be taken Notice of. It is ſhort and 
plain, but very agreeable to their Character. They 
are bid to Hear the Mord of the Lord. I come to you, 
ſays the Prophet, from the Great GOD, and Lex 
pect your Attention; as very well he might. II as 
1f He had ſaid, I have ſomething to deliver to you, 
and it is of Importance; had it been only the 
* Word of Man that T had brought you, your regar- 
“ ding it, as far as it was ſupported by Reaſons and 
Arguments, would have been as much as could 
«reaſonably have been expected or deſir d; You 
might then have receiv d or rejected it, as you your 
* ſelves ſaw Occaſion; and as your depending upon 
it had not been any thing near ſo ſafe, ſo your 
making light of it had not been any thing near ſo 
hazardous, as now, that it is he Ford of the Lord 
hat I bring along with met But ſince it is his 
tpbrd, it claims your Reſpect; your very Chara- 
ccer obliges you to hear it, comply with it, and rea- 
Sühne nk 97; ICIS u. 
And indeed, they to whom the Character here gi- 
ven truly belongs; they that tremble at the Word of 
God, need not at any time be much preſs d to bear it: 
For they are very fir for it; they are ready and diſ- 
pos d for it, and inclin'd to it; they cannot Act like 
themſelves without doing ir. Whoever deſpiſe or 
flrghr ir, they will hear it; and they will do fo ar all 
Times. They cannot live without it; They love it 
as the Food of their Souls; They hide it as a rich 
Treafure in their Hearts; They can fay with David, 
Pſal. cxix, That God's Teſtimonies have they taken a an Heritage 
111. er eyer: for they ave the rejojcing of their Hearts. TT 5% 
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to PROTESTANT-DiSSENTERS. 
know there's no fach way to Liberty, Peace, and 

Safety, as that to which the Vbrd directs them. And 
therefore they can't be ſatisfied without hearing it; 
nothing ſhall hinder or keep them from it; They Il 
rather a thouſand times hearken to GOD than Man; 
They'll hear she Ford, be it what it will; and bow 


down under it, Whatever be its Import, Deſign, or 


Tendency. Its being the Mord of the Lord, (that is, 
duly evidenc'd to be ſuch) is ſufficient to draw forth 
their Regard. They'll hear it when ir Commands 
or Threatens, as well as when it Promiſes or Incou- 


rapes. They'll hear it when it makes againſt them, 


and therefore to be ſure won't negle& and flight it, 
when it is for their Comfort and Support. The Call 
or Charge here given to hear the Word'of the Lord, is 


not an intimation of any Backwardneſs on their Part 


to liſten and give attention; ( notwithſtanding that it 


is evident enough, chat even the heft Perſons that are, 


are nor alike diſpos d for ir at all Times) but it is ra- 
ther an Exeitation to a more than ordinary Obſervati- 


on of a peculiar: Meſſage now ſent them; and an in- 


timation, that what was about ro be deliver d did 
much Concern them, and was much to their Advan- 
E n 4 
Tho' ſuch Things as theſe are not to be over- 
look d, yet that in the Third Place, which here prin- 
cipally requires our Notice, is the particular Meſ- 
ſage, which the Prophet brought theſe Perſons from 


the Great GOD; or the Word which they were now 


requir d to Hear. Of which we may in general Ob- 
ſerve, That it was a very Intelligible Word; it was 
not Obſcure and Enigmatical as the Prophetical Meſ- 
ſages often were, but eaſy to be Underſtood. It was 
a ſuitable Word, and very agreeable to their Circum- 
ſtance at the Time that was referr'd to. It was a 


word in Seaſon, which the Wiſe Man fo much Com- Prov. xxv. 


mends ; it was a comfortable Word to Perſons un- 11. 
der ſuch a Brand of Infamy as they had faſten d up- 


on them, and ſuch Scorn and Contempt as they were 
expos d to. A ſpecial Meſſage is ſent them from Hea- 
ven upon this Occaf 


Jecafion , ro raiſe their Spirits and re- 
vive their Hopes. Men flighred them, bur GOD 
was willing they fhould know how much He favou- 
red them. They had been hardly us d by their me” 
3 | ; OW, 
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low: Creatures; but He that was the Grand Object 
of their Truſt and Dependence, ſent them Tidings 
of great Fey, that they might nor be diſhearten d. 
' The Meſſage that was ſent them in this Caſe, looks 
ſeveral ways at once, which it is a very common 
Thing for the Word of GOD to do. Tho it was to 
his People which GO D here ſpeaks directly, yet 
what He ſays has a Glance at their inſulting Bre- 
thren, and has a Reference to G OD himſelf, as well 

as unto theſe Perſons , who were particularly call'd 
upon to hear and attend: And it is but requiſite that 
we ſhould view the Propher's Meſſage dictinctly, un- 
der each of theſe Aſpects. 1 0 30 1 


I. TH E particular Meſſage of GOD to his Peo- 
ple which is contain d in this Text, refers to their 
Brethren; and that in Three Reſpects: II gives their 
Character; II deſcribes their Carriage; AND pre- 
dicts à Difference in their Sentiments, both as to 
thoſe from whom they were ſo much alienated, and 
as to their own Carriage to them too, at the laſt, from 
What they were at the firſt. 


1. The Meſſage which GOD here ſends to his 
People, gives the Character of their Brethren ;' and 
that particularly as to their diſpoſition towards theſe 
Servants of G O D that are apply d to; and ſignifies 
that they hated them. For thus run the Words, Nur 
Brethren that hated yeu. Iis grievous to ingenuous 
Minds to be hated by any, but worſt. of all by Bre- 
thren. And yet chis was the Unhappy Caſe of thoſe, 
of whom ,, and to whom, my Text ſpeaks. Theſe 
Seryants of G O D had Brethren; Perſons that they 
freely own d in that Relation, and who ought to have 

return d them a like Affection; but Who inftead of it 
. ..... : hated them. Tho they were Servants. of the ſame. 
860 with themlelyes; and as deſirous to approve. 
themſelves ro Him as they could be, yet they bated, 
them: Nay, they hate them, foc that for which they 
dught to have lov'd them,, and that is for conſcienti- 
ouſly trembling at God's Mord, and adhering ſo cloſe- 
ly to that, Which All ought to zake their Meaſures , 
from,  thar deſire to be found faithful, and accepted 

as ſuch. Tho theſe Perſons had ro do with Brethren, , 


LY 


as this much heighren'd che Sin on one hand, ſo. did 
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yet they inſtead of any of that Tenderneſs towards 
them that might have been expected, deſpis d them, 
and inſulted them, and bore hard upon them, and 
gave them very Unbrotherly Treatment. It is not 


— 


however to be imagin d that the Hatred was alike in 


all theſe Brethren mention'd: and yet it prevail d a- 
mong them to that degree that a common Character 
is taken from it. It is ſaid of them in general, that 
the 2 hated the Perſons foremention d. I 

differ d from them in Sentiments and Practiſe (whic 
where there is a right Spirit may be manag d without 
any Heat or Animoſity) but they were too generally 
poſſeſs d with Rancour againſt them; they pour d 
Contempt upon them, and diſcover'd ſuch an III-will 
as was very unbecoming Perſons that were Related 
as Brethren. Inſtead of reſpecting them, and making 
allowance, and ſoftning Things, (which is what they 
undoubtedly would have deſir d, had the Caſe been 
their own) they cenſur d them, miſinterpreted their 


Words and Actions, and took all poſſible Ad vanta- 


ges againſt them, ſo as ro diſcover a real Malevo- 
lence. Some particular Perſons, of better natural 
Tempers, or Acted by a more generous Spirit than the 


reſt, might be otherwiſe diſpos d; and yet it is intima- 


ted, That this was the common and prevalent Diſ- 
poſition of theſe Brethren towards thoſe Servants of 
60D that are here particularly Addreſs'd to; Their 
_ Brethren hated them; and no Haered ſo cutting as that 
of Brethren; We may with Eaſe bear that from an 
Enemy, that is hard to be born from a Brother: Da- 
vid plainly hints it, ſaying, Ie was not an Enemy that 
reproached me, then I could have born it. But to be ha- 


ted by Brethren is a Thing that cuts deep. This is in 


the Text repreſented as no ſmall aggravation of the 
Diſtreſs which GOD's faithful Servants were now in, 
that they were hated: by their Brethren; by thoſe that 
pretended to Love them, and Were by Duty and In- 


tereſt oblig d to Love them. They that they had to do 
with were Brethren, and yet were ſo blinded by Pique 

and Prejudice, as to hate them. and carry it to them 
as if they were ſo many Aliens; and that notwith- 


ſtanding, that by ſo doing, they gratified the Com- 
mon Enemy, and gave him no ſmall Advantage. And 
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it the afflictive Exerciſe on the other; on which ac- 
count it is deſervedly-raken Notice of. Bur, ö 


HIS Meffage of GOD to his People, def- 
cribes the Carriage of theſe Angry Brethren, as well 
as gives their Character; and ir does it by Three ſe- 

_  weral Steps, one of which ſtill rites higher than the 

other. Such was their Malevolence, that they were 

| not content with venting their Spleen in haſty Words, 

burt they added ſuitable Actions ; they caft them out ; 

and they pur a fair Gloſs upon it, and pretended to 

do it for God's Name ſake too; and when they had 

done, they ſaid, let the Lord be gloriſieu; which argu'd 
their Contempt to be riſen to no ſmall height. 


1. They caſt them cut. They reckon'd them ſuch 
deſpicable Perſons that rhey'd have nothing ro do 
with them; they would not be mix'd with them; 
they would not ſuffer them to ſhare with them in 
common Benefits; they were for ſetting a Brand of 
Infamy upon them, that they might be the more ef- 
fectually expos d to a Common Contempt. Havin 
firſt caſt them out of their Affections, they at length 
proceeded to caſt them our of their Society, and if 
ſome could have had their Will, one and the ſame 
-Land ſhould nor have held them , and rhey ſhoutd 
39, have been caſt out of all ſhare in rhe Favour of GOD 
or Men, unleſs they would alter their Temper, and be- 
come more pliable to their Purpoſes. Some think that 
the Prophet here refers to an Eccleſiaſtical Excommu- 
nmnication, and others to contemptuous treatment in Ci- 
Fo vil Reſpects, and in Common Converſation: But I don't 
* ſee why we ſhould confine our Thoughts to either of 
them; when both may be taken in very ſafely. Theſe 
Brethren were in one ſenſe as well as another fo very 
full of themſelves, that they had no room for others. 
Tbo' twas a real Brother, and Child of the ſame Fa- 
Ih. Ixv. ther they had to do with, their Language was this; 
5. Stand by thyſelf, come not near to me, for I am holier than 
thou. They reckon'd it would be a diſparagement ro 
Act in concert with them; they ſhun'd them as Per- 
ſons pollured; Perſons by whom they were in danger 
Hof being infected, unleſs they would - ſquare their 
Principles and Practiles by che Model OY 
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upon them. That is the firſt Step: And then, 

2. They thus caſt them out for God's Names ſake , 
which was no ſmall Addition. Our Blefled Lord re- 
reſents the rigorous Treatment which his Diſci- 
les mer with from the zealous ewe, as much tHe 


themſelves were fond of, and fo deſirous to impoſe 


worſe, becauſe it was for hs Name's ſake, and upon John xv. 


the account of Fidelity to him. And this is always 21. 
rhe Caſe, where rigour is usd towards any in Mat- 
ters that Conſcience is truly concernd in: "Tis for 
God's Name ſake, for Chriſt's Names ſake \, that any 
Hardſhip is endur'd, which Perſons cannot eſcape 
without ſuffering the Divine Rights over Conſcience _ 
to be invaded. And it was thus with theſe Angry 
Brethren ſpoken of in the Text: They caſt our the 


right Servants of G O D for his Name] ſake; they Un 


did it becauſe they would not yield to the Power of the 
Church to Rule 'the Conſciences of Men; which tho it 
has been brought into the Contents of . Pſalm cxlix, 
yet has never hitherto (Thanks be ro GOD,) crept into 
the Text. Had theſe Brethren been ſevere upon their 
Fellow Servants for any. real Crimes that were prov'd 
upon them, it Would not have been blam'd : But 
their doing it for Gd Name s ſake, made it the more 
mexculable. They really did it for their Loyalty ro 
GOD, and becauſe they were fearful of offending ' 
him, and unwilling to Act, where they could not 
perceive” they bad his Warrant. Other Reaſons 
might perhaps be pleaded; but this Was the true 
Cauſe and original Spring of their Rancour and Con- 
rempr ; ſo that they could ſafely appeal ro GOD with 
David, and fay as he, For th 
TT THT 7 
3. They alſo took vet a farther Step, and ſaid, Let 
the Lord be glorified. © They not only acted very unbe- 
comingly, but they juſtified, and made their Boaſts of 
what chey had done. Had it been a meer ſudden 
furprize that had drawn into ſuch Carriage, tho' it 
would not therefore have been juſtifiable, yet it would 
have been leſs Criminal; and the ſuddenneſs of the 
Temptation wonld have calFd for fore Compaſſion, 
upon the account of Humane Infirmiry : Bur rhe 2775 | 
fiſting in it, and vindicating it, and boaſting of ir, 
mail fe vc rhe more incxcſible” They fad, 1 
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. © "The Lord be glorified ; and argu d, that what hey had 


done was for the Glory of G O D, and the Good © 

their Church, and the Common Good. They plead- 
ed that they had good and ſolid Grounds for their 
Proceeding. in ſequeſtring themſelves from theſe Ser- 
vants of GOD, and caſting them out ; and urg d that 


herein they did a piece of Service that was acceptable 
to GOD, and for the Honour of his Name. 


Or elſe we may take this Saying in the Text, Le | 


the Lord be glorified, for an infulring Scoff, and an 
intimation, That when theſe Angry Brethren treated 


the upright Servants of G O D fo contemptuoufly, 


they would afterwards jear and mock them, and ſay, 


Let God be glorified in your deliverance and reſcue ; 


, Pfal. xlii. 
3 


Mat. xxvii 


43. 


Let him help, you if he ſees good, We not only 
meet with ſomerhing of this Nature in David's, Caſe, 
now and then hinted at, but it was expreſs d by thoſe 
who were ſo deſperately ſet againſt our Bleſſed Sa vi- 
our. When the implacable Fews had nail'd him ro 
his Croſs, They mock'd him, and ſaid, He truſted in God, 
let him deliver him now , if he will haue him. So it is 
intimated in the Text before us, that when theſe 
Zealous Bigots had compaſs'd their deſign, and caſt 
out theſe Servants of GOD who were fixedly bent ro 


retain their Integrity, they would freely inſult them, 


and bid them call upon Gop to help them; that Gon 
in whoſe Favour they imagin'd themſelves to have fo 


prear a Share; crying out to them, Let him ſhew 


is Power in doing ſomething remarkable for you, if 
vou are ſo much his Favourites; flouring at them for 


their Confidence in the Almighty, and expecting that 
be would own them , and appear for them, and vin- 


dicate, and eafe them of their Burthens, 


and mani- 


feſt himſelf diſpleas d with thoſe, who ſet themſelves 


with all their Might to expoſe them, and run them 


down. And this argues no ſmall Audacionſneſs, ad- 


| fo much alienated, and alſo as to their own Carri- 


57 to an Unbrotherly Raneour and Ill-will : Such 


rriage as this GOD could not bur reſent, as is in- 
timated ſufficiently in hat follows, Bur. 
3. As this Meſſage of G OD to his People gives 
the Character of their Brethren, and deſcribes their 
Carriage, fo does it alſo predict a difference, in borh 
their Sentiments as ro thoſe from whom they were 
| age to 
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1 , at the laſt, from What they were at 
t; for it declares they ſhould be aſhamed : When 
they came at laſt to ſee the Foot of their Accounts, 
they ſhould be fo far from pleading for the Temper + 
they had diſcoyer'd, or juſtifying their Carriage, that 
they ſhould” freely acknowledge their Miftake , and 
be truly concern'd, and have their own Hearts re- 
proaching them for Acting in ſo very Unbrotherly a 
manner. They ſhall be aſhamed, ſays the Prophet. A- 
ſham d of all their hard Words and Speeches, and 
contempruous Treatment; and rhe more ahm d, by 
how much rhe forwarder they were before to infulr 
and triumph. He intimates that the Time would 
come when they ſhould be convinc'd that things had 
another Tendency than they apprehended; and 4- 
ſham'd of their Self-ſafficiency, their Stiffneſs, and 
narrow Spiriredneſs'; their doing ſo much to weaken 
the Hands of their hearty Friends, and ſtrengthen 
the Common Enemy; any} their running the hazard 
of Loſing all, rather than not have their Wills upon 
thoſe, who aim d at nothing but the k-eping a Conſci- Acts xxiy. 
ence void of Offence, towards God, and towards Men. 16, 
And this is the plain import of this Meſſage of 
600 co his People, as it refers to their Angry Bre- 
thren. But then, | oy r 
II. It refers alſo to the People of GOD themſelves, 
ro thoſe that were his Faithful and Upright Servants, 
GOD here ſends a ſpecial Meſfage to them as fuffer- 
ers, and as ſufferers in a Good Cauſe ; and that not- 
withſtanding all the Contempt of their diſturbed Bre- 
thren, who could not rhink themſelves ſecure till they 
were Branded. Men might count them Hypocrires,and 
repreſenr them as making a great ſtir about a Trifle, 
and pretending one thing while another was intend- 
ed, and unduly magnifving the Hardſhips they met 
with: But in the mean Time GOD, who ſeeth nor 1 Sam. xvI, 
Man ſecth , intimates by his Prophet that they were 7. 
his Confeſſors, and He would own them as ſuch. 
All of them are ſuppos d ro ſhare in the Diſtreſs, and 
Reproach, and Hardſhip indur'd, tho' not all alike. 
Some ſuffer d more immediately; but all by Sympa- 
thy ; and upon account of rhe Contempt that was 
caſt upon their Principles. In this Caſe there is a 
Meſſage ſent them from the Great GOD; from that 
3 C 3 _ cz 
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© GOD to whom they were ſs concern d to approve... 


- themſelves, and in Whom they had ſo much reaſon 10. 


Confide ; a Meſſage which contains a moſt ſuitable 


and ſeaſonable, and refreſhing Cordial. God, ſays the 
Prophet, ſhal appear to hour ey. He not only de- 


clares that this might be, but He gives them a Pro». 
miſe of it. He promiſes them Foy, under their R- 
proach, conſidering upon what Account it was that 
they were expoꝶ d to it; and q upon their Deliver- 
ance from it, when a new and brighter Scene of 
things ſhould open upon them. And the Foy promi- 


ſed on their fide, he oppoſes to the Shame foretold on 


Chap. Ixv. 
. % 5 


the other ſide, ſo as to repreſent their Caſe upon the 
whole as much more eligible of the two, in a ratio- 
nal Eſtimation, upon a fair and equal Compariſon. 
He had been upon this comparative view before, in 
the Chapter next foregoing, in theſe remarkable 
Words; therefore thus ſaith. the. Lord, behold my: Ser- 
wants ſhall eat, but ye. ſhall be bungry :, behold, my Ser- 
vants ſhall drink,, but ſhall. be. thirſty : behold, my, Ser- 


vants ſhall rejoyce , but ye ſhall he aſham d: Bebuld, my 


Servants ſhall ſing for Foy -of Heart, but ye ſhall cry for 
Sorrow of Heart. And he here returns to it again: 
And the intimation of ſuch a difference as this, Which 
they might warrantably depend upon, might juſtly. 
fill them with no ſmall Foy beforchand. It could not 


but much Chear and Comfort them under whatſoe-. 


ver they indur'd, to be aſſur d that G O D had other 


Thoughts of them than their Brethren... And when 


the time ſnould come that ſuch a difference was actu- 


ally made, it could not but inflame them with %, to 


find their Integrity fo clear d and vindicated, and rę- 
warded, by him to whom they were ſo concern d to 


approve themſelves. They could not but reckon this 


an abundant amends for all the Hardſhips and Inſults 


they had met with. And then in the Laſt place, 
III. This Meſſage alſo referrs to the Bleſſed GOD 


himſelf, whole appearing it is intimared, (tho the. 


way and manner of it is not particularly expreſs d) 


- pnconcern'd ; No, He aſſures them, that the Gre 
n re 


ſhould make as great a Difference as this amounts to 
in the Caſe of thoſe concern d: He ſhall appear, ſays 
the Prophet, and that to purpoſe; He ſhall do it like 
himſelf: He ſhall not always keep ſilence, or ſeem 
at 
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5 GOD who was Mell acquainted with their Sinceri- 
0 ty, under all the Reproaches which they mer with, 
8 and who obſery'd all the Bitterneſs of their _ Brethren. 
9. againſt them, would certainly in his own way and 
2 time appear, and manifeſt himſelf, and ſhew his Po- 
* Wer, in their Favour, and to the rolling away of all 
"ay their Reproach, and the convincing, and ſilencing, 
* and ſhaming their unkind and angry Brethren. + 
* And being thus led into the General Senſe and Im- 

5 port of the Text, we may ee it either Hiſtori= wk 
1 calh or Doarinally. e e 10 A 
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N 1. We may conſider it e And if we. 

Je, would find gut the Time or Seaſon that is particular- 0 
2 ly here intended, we muſt keep Four Things in our 

7 ye, and at once take in the Character of the Per- 

le ſons concern d, their different deportment, the Ap- 

75 pearance that is promis' d, and the Retribution n 8; 

1 threaten d. 

7 1. The different Characters of the Parties com 

„ | cern'd are to be minded. On the one hand ſtand 

or. | thoſe who tremble at the Mord of God, and are remar- 

3 kable for ſo doing; making that the juſt Meaſure, of. 

h their Conduct, as conceiving no need of improving 

y. meer Humane Additions; and who are at the ſame 

54 time for Loving all chat bear the Image of GO Das. 

er. far as they can diſcern it, and embracing all that a | 
er pear to have any thing of GOD or true Goodneſs in 

n. them: On the other, ſtand ſuch as have a zeal of Feth Rom. x. 
"ay but not according to knowledge, and a great concern for 2. 

o the Externals of Religion, who are at the ſame time 

Ce. remarkable for deſpiſing their Brethren, for differing 

o from them in leſſer Matters, while the much greater 

is. rhings wherein they agreed with them, and on ac- 

rs count of -agreing with them in which they ought 


"*o ro have born them an hearty AﬀeCtion, are compara- 
D tively overlook'd and paſs d by, They are for 2 55 


ne aut others, and having no concern with them, unle 

) they would intirely fall in with them; and are A 
ro KY monopdlizing Spiritual and Civil Priviledges ro them- 
vs ſelves, and thoſe. of their own Stamp, and Spirit, and 
ce Way. Two ſuch Parties as theſe muſt be found our, 
m before we can with any aſſurance determine the time 


at thar Hug Text intends, if it be . CL 
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2. The different Deportmenr of theſe rwo Parties, 
is alfo to be conſider d: The one reckoning that 
GOD would be moſt glorify d, and his Honour moſt 
advanced by a Conformity to his Holy Nature and 
Will, moſt earneſtly aim ar that, and ſtudy to be his 
Children in Light and Love; and are for heartily 
 imbracing all as Brethren , who agree in rhe ſame 
Head, and the ſame Foundation-Principles and a ſui- 
table Practiſe : Whereas the other are ſtill criyng 
Jer. vil. Out, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, 
4. and boaſting ot irs material Structure, and pompous 
Service, and thereupon ſetting a great value upon them- 
ſelves; while, in the mean time, they deſpiſe and inſult 
GOD Vs Living Temples, and are as narrow in their 
Charity, as intheir Views they are ſelfiſh ; repreſent- 
ing it, too commonly, to be as great a Schim to divide 
from them, in order to a greater conformity to the 
Will of GOD, as it would be in any of thoſe Who 
ſided with them, to wander from the known Paths of 
bY | Piery and Purity, if not greater, and more to be 
derefted. F 8 4 q 
3. The Divine Appearance, which is promiſed, is 
to be diſtinctly confider'd : This muff have ſome- 
thing in it that ſhall be remarkable, becauſe ir is de- 
ſigned to ſerve ſuch a Purpoſe as GO D's diſcover- - 
ing his different Reſentment of ſuch Characters and 
ſach Carriage reſpectively. It muſt be ſome ſuch 
diſplay of G O D's Power, and other Perfections, as 
mall be found fignally to diſcountenance Formaliry 
and Bigotry, and a narrow Party-Spirit in Religion, 
and revive real Purity, and general Charity, and dif- 
fuſe and ſpread them in the World. 
4. The Retriburion that is threatened, muſt alſo 
be taken in, and that is Shame: Shame in propor- 
tion to the nature and aggravations of the foregoing 
Miſtakes and Follies. And the Prophet ſeems plain- 
ty to intimate, that this Shame ſhould be produce d by 
ome uncommon, unexpected Deſolation, which 
Mould give a new, and a different rurn ro their 
Thoughts from what they had before; for he de- 
clares in the very next Verſe, that they ſhould be 
ſtop d in their Career, by a Voice of Noiſe from the City, | 
4 Voice from the Temple, a Voice of the Lord, that ren- v 
greth Tegompenge to by Enemies, This to be ſures 
| | Points 
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points at ſomerhing very remarkable in the Rerribu.. 


tion intended; and fignifies, That rhe Conviction. 
that WWE produc” 3 the 8 of their. | 
regoing Carriage would nor be more ſur 
* the wa 1 which it would be EET 504 
There would be a Voice of Noiſe; it would come on 
a ſudden When it was little expected; it would be 
general, there would be a Noiſe from every part; it 
would be the Voice the Lord, and generally heard; 
Ir would reach not only the City, but the Temple too 3 
that Temple of which theſe Formaliſts ſo much 
ah: and in which they pur ſo much Confidence. 
e intimates, Thar the Noiſe of Deſolation and Con- 
fuſion ſhould; be heard, even there, where they 
thought themſelves ſafeſt, and out of all danger. 
Putting all theſe things together, we. may, I think; 
be helped without much difficulty to paſs a Judg- 
ment as to the accompliſhment. of this Prediction. 
Grotius, and ſome others with him, refer rhe ful- 
filling of this Prophecy, to the time of Antiochus; and 
ſay, That G OD here promis d to the upright Fews, 
who adher'd to the High-Prieſt Oniat, in Oppoſition 
to Faſon and Menelaus, that Fadas Maccabeus ſhould 
and up in their defence, and plead their Cauſe, and 
ttle their Church and Nation upon a ſtable Bottom; 
the Hiſtory of which may be read in eh. . 
Some think the threatning in this Context refers 
to all the Evils and Calamities which GOD brou 
upon the degenerate and obſtinate Fews by the Chal- 
deans; and underſtand the comfortable Promiſe which 
is here given out, of the Good which he did for the 
Faithful at their return from Bahlon. 0 
Orhers apprehending chat theſe things fall ſnort of 
anſwering the Propher's account and deſcription, con- 
ceive, that We are here pointed to the final Ruin of 
the Fews by the Romans, on one hand, and the great 
things which GOD deſign d in favour of his faith- 
ful Seryants, who receiv'd and own'd the Meſſiah 
upon his Appearance; while ſo. many others ſtood 
our againſt him , and rejected him , on rhe orher 
hand. e TO BITE 1 
But that which to me appears the moſt probable 
Opinion is, That GOD is here as ir were taking his 
leave of the. Old Hague; aud ſo doing threarens 
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his heavy judgments on ſuch as were for pertinaci- 

ouſly adhering to thoſe Rites which He would have 

ſyperſeded ; while He promiſes rich Bleſſings ro ſuch 

as herein fell in with his Deſign, and embrac'd his Gof- 

| under great Diſcouragements and Difficulties,” 

For G OD ſeems here freely to declare againft the 

Fewiſh Rites, and thoſe that were for retaining them. 

Hie vproclaims his contempr of their Ceremonial Sa- 

Ver. 3 crifices, faying, He that kills an Ox, is as if he flew a 

 **" Man; he. that ſacrificeth a Lamb , as if be cut off 4 

Dog Neth, &c. He was weary of ſuch kind of Obla- 

rions, and could bear them no longer: Their unbe- 

ef in the Meſſiah ro whom GOD in ſo many ways 

bore Witneſs, made their Ceremonial Worſhip, that 

was at firft of Divine Inſtitution, as odious to GOD 

as Murder or Idolatry; but they being incurably, 

fond of their Ancient Mode of Worſhip, and oppo- 

ſing GO D's defign of introducing one much more 

Ver. 4. Noble and Spiritual, He declares he would bring their 

Frars upon them, they mould hear a voice f Noiſe from 

Ver. 6. the City , 4 voice from the Temple ; he would arm the 

Remians againſt them, of whom they were ſo fearful, 

and by their means diſcharge his Wrath upon them, 

1Theſ. ii. and that te the urrermoſt ; and give up their City and 

16. Temple,” as a Prey to the Fury and Avarice of their 

3 93 Enemies: Bur in the mean time He promiſes, that 

He would appear in Favour of ſuch as adher d to his 

Goſpel, whatſoeyer Sufferings and Hardſhips they 

might be expos d to for ſo doing; He would plead 

their Cauſe, and wipe away their Reproach, and 

manifeft himſelf on their fide, and inſtead of ſtrait- 

neſs give them inlargement, and a laſting Foy in the 

room of their Heavinefs. And if we take Matters 

thus, it is abundantly evident, That the Event fully 

anſwer'd the Prediction, by the Calamities that be- 

fel the Jews, ſome time after our Bleſſed Lord's 

Crucifixion, ank the great things which GOD did to 

ſupplant Fadaiſm , and fix and ſettle true Chriſtianity 

2. Beſides the Primary and Hiſtorical Reference 
of the Text, it may alfo be conſider d Boctrinalhh 

andi as it may be accommodated to che People 'of 
GOD in avy Age for their Inftrudtivi and Admon 

SE: tion, 
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I. Thar fuch as tremble at the, fd of. GOD, are 


the fitteſt to hear it, and the moſt likely ro improve 
by it. Theſe are Perſons chat Gob ſets a value upon : 
He looks to ſuch, in ſuch a manner as he does nor, to 


others; They are, peculiarly dear to GO D. Let 


them be ever ſo poor, or low, or deſpis d, tho their 
number be ſmall, and their outward appearance 
mean, tho they have not many mighty or noble a- 


mongſt them, few or none of the great ones of the 


World to ſtand by them, yet as long as this Chara 


Qer belongs to them, That they tremble at the Hurd 


of God, He looks to them with delight and pleaſure 3 


they ſtand in his Secret the moſt, of any, and have 


the moſt of his Preſence, and the moſt of his 12 
with them, of any Perſons whatſoever. To ſuch, 


GOD will communicate the moſt of himſelf. Let 
Perſons have ever ſuch a value for themſelves upon 


the account of their Priviledges, if they don't trembit 
at the /Vord, GOD regards them not. Tho they give 
him ever ſo many ſine Words, and pay him pompous 


Services, yet if they dont eremble at bis Hörd, Hes 
and they have no real vital Intercourſe. Their ha- 
ving the Word of GOD. ſounding ever ſo often in 


their Ears, their taking ever ſo much pains in order 
to a diſtinct underftanding it, their giving ir. ever ſo 


ample Commendations, will do them but little Ser- 
vice; tis only ſuch as tremble at ir, that have the de- 
ſigned Benefit by it: GO D's ſpecial manifeſtations 


are to ſuch as tremble at bis Ford. Others are not 


tion. And ſo it very naturally leads us to fuch Re- - 


capable of them, they are not qualified for them. 


To them that are diſpos d to bow down and ſubmic 
with reverence, and yield a free and ready. Obedi- 
ence, is the Word moſt directly applied; and to them 


it is moſt ſuited: They are ſuch as tremble at tbe 


Word, that are the fitteſt for ſuch Divine Comforts, 
as are here promis d; They d be but thrown away 
upon others; They are not capable of them, they 


could not reliſh them, they d rather do them hurt 


than good. It yould be a moſt happy thing , if we 


| had a conſiderable number of ſuch Perſons among 


us; it Tun aber for us, if, we can approve our 
ſelves of that pymber 2. 


This is what we are all con 


i. 
— 
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cern d to mind. We are vg — engag d in "bearing the 


Word, but if we don't rrvemble at it, we have little 
Reaſon to expect it ſhould profit us. Let us learn 
to tremble at 'the Word of Gol. if we would ſecure his 
Preſence with us, and his Appearance in our Favour, 
Let us have an inward Veneration for i ir, let us rake 


Pal. cxix, it as 4 Lamp umto our Feet, and u Light unto our Paths, 


105. 


and pay it a thouſand fold more reſſ pect than the 
udgments, or Deciſions, or Cube o of Men; and 
er us not allow our ſelves [ro go againſt it in an 
thing, if we expect it ſnould afford us Comfort in a 
time of Trouble. And let us, as we have good Rea- 
fon, count chat an Happy Providence, whatever may | 
the defign of the Agents, and tho it may upon o- 


ther accounts have ever ſo diſeburagiuig or threatning 


an Aſpect, that has but this Effect upon us, to brin 
us to tremble at the Mord of God, and regard, Mn 
Yield to, and follow it, more than we did before. 4 
2. Another Do#inal Inſtruction which the Text 
affords us is this, That the moſt upright Servants of 
GOD may be bared by their Brethren, and be unde- 
ſervedly caſt out by rhem, and that for / God's Name: 
ſake too. We have Hints of rhis at the very begin- 
ning of our Bibles, where we are told that Cæin ha- 
ted Abel, and Een did the like by Jacob; and we 


| find the ſame Spirit at work, more or leſs, all along 
till we come to the latter End of them. St. Pau 


compares things under the Old Teſtament, and the 
New together in this reſpect; and tells us, that a 


Gal, iv.29.thew, he that was born after the Fieſts, perſecuted him 


8 © 
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that war born after the Spirit, eben fo tit now. And 


we rhrowing in the Experience of the ſeyeral Ages 
that have run out ſince, in Conjunction with what we 
find and feel in our own Times, may furrher add, 

that ſo it has been from that Day to this, and ſo it is 


Kill. And indeed no other is ordinarily to be expe- 


cted. The faithful Servanrsof GOD have nor only 
open Enemies to contend with, but have reaſon to 
look for Aſſaults, even from thoſe that are under the 
Bonds of the ſame Covenant with themſelves, and ſo 


_ ovight ro cheriſh'a Brotherly Affection to them. The) 


are not to be ſurpriz d if they have All- will born em, 
even for their Strictneſs and Conſcientiouſneſs, or 
is bo rome as an over niceneſs 121 2 groandleſ 
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Serupuloſity. And yet it's Natural for the Trouble 
that is hereby occaſion d, to be the greater becauſe 
they are Brethren that do this. It was foretold by ur 

Lord himſelf, that it ſhould be thus. He fignifies to 

his Diſciples, That, they ſhould be veviled, and have Matth. v. 
all manner M evil ſpoken againſt them falfly, for his ſake. 11. 
And his Apoſtle thereupon cries out, ge be reproach- 1, Pet. iv. 
ed for the Name of Chriſt, kappy_ are he; for the Spirit 14. 
5 of God and of Glory reſteth upon you: On their part 1 2 Heb. xi. 36 
| evil ſpoken ; but. on your part he is glorified. And theres , 
x fore cruel Mockings, are brought in as no mean part 
of the Sufferings of GO D's Confeſſors: And wer 
ſhould none of us think that any new, or ſtrange thing 
happens to us, if we in our Turn, have a taſte of 


5 
W 


1 
- 


ſuch Treatgmenn. , "24,5; OO 
3--A third Docttinal Inſtruction which the Text 

affords, is this; That when Perſons act very irregu- 

larly and uncharitably, they yet may ſay, Let the 

Lord be glorified ; they may run into great Extrava- 

gancies under the influence of a miſguided Zeal, and 

yer fancy they are honouring. G0 D all the while. 

It is indeed an affecting thing to confider, hat Cri- 

minal Actions Perſons may run into, thinking that 

their doing them for the Glory of & OD will conſe- 

crate them; and not only excuſe them, but make 

them laudable and;praifs.worthy ; and of how infa- 

ruating a nature fiery Zeal very often proves, blinding 

Men to that degree as to bring them to take evil for 

good, and good for Evil. One would wonder how ſuch 

a thought could ever enter into the Minds of Reaſon- 

able Creatures, as that which our Saviour mentions, 

That by killing their Brethren, they ſhould. do God ſer- John Wi, 

vice; and 3h 4 tells his Diſciples, that ſuch a time 2, 

would come. And if Men may be hurry'd by their 

Zeal to kill their Brethren with a good Deſign, much 

more may they be influenc' d to lower Inſtances of 

Ilk-will do their Neighbours, and yet think they do 

very well, and deſerve Commendation, rather than 


r 3 


r 4. oarratferatl. cect dif Sit ho 


y Blame. If Men indeed would be prevail'd with to 
, allow it to be poſſible for them to be miſtaken in 
h their Fits of Zeal, and not unlikely for them to be 
8 in the wrong when Hear tranſports them, it might 
<Y 


! 
L 


help,ra preſerye them: Bur this is a Point that 15 not 
call Salad of ſome. They fancy, chat what they do in 
& eo Ye * ' WM # - 
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-----rheir Fury is for the Honour of GOD, and think thats 
enough. But, alas! What Service can it in any caſe 
be to GOD, to beſpatter, and injure, and bear hard 
upon others? Its very likely it may be ſaid, That it 
will ſerve the Church upon Occaſion, and ſo promote 
the Cane of GOD; which is a thing that is highly 
— ..defirable. Bur 1 doubt, in the final iſſue, it will be 
ound, that that Church or Ecclefiaftical Conſtitution 
Bad lictle of GOD in it, that found a need bf Un- 
HpProcherly Methods ro ſupport it; and that that Church 
Will not eafily obtain the Divine Approbation, Which 
Was for caſting out ſuch as GO D himſelf receives. 
Let ir then affect us (for it certainly ought) ro think + 
that Perſons ſhould entertain a fancy of glorihing 
GOD, by thoſe very Methods, by which they — 4 i 
diſhonour him. Let us remember, that Hypocriſy 
, and falſe Zeal, are the common Attendants bf a Per- 
ſecuting Spirit, and were ſo, both under the Old Te- 
ſtament and che New. Formalifts have ſtill been De- 
ſpiſers and Haters of G O D's moſt Upright Servants, 
and uſing the Name of G OD as'a cover, have given 
f their Malevolence, the Name of Zeal for GO D and 
; his Church; ſeeking with that, as with a Blind, to 
' impoſe upon themſelves and others: But G OD will 
rake care of his own Glory; and nor ſuffer it always 
ro be abus d with impunity. 7.00 
4. The laft Doctrinal Inſtruction afforded by this 
Text, which I ſhall mention, is this; That when the 
Upright Servants of GOD are Hared, and caſt out 
by rheir Brethren, for i Names ſalæ, they may ſafely | 
truſt themſelves in his Hands, and leave it to him to 
. plead their Cauſe, humbly hoping, that ſooner or la- 
n mung He will appear to their Foy, and ſo as to make theie 
Enemies aſham'd. The Nature of GOD, may much 
encourage this Hope; for tho” He is ſlow to Anger, 
yer He is peculiarly inclin d to right ſuch as are inju- 
riouſly dealt with. The Promiſe of GOD, may alſo 
Luke xii. incourage this Hope; Har not, lietle Flock, ſays our 
32, Saviour, it i your Father's good pleaſure, to give yu be 
| Kingdom. And when GOD has confert'd his Hea- 
venly Kingdom above upon his Servants, they will 
moft aſſuredly be clear d from all Afperfions, unjuſtly 
caſt upon them by their unkind Brethren; nay, they 


ſhall be clear d before, and in this Life tog, if GOD. 
| 2 ; fs 4 tas ge 0 : A 44A A «44 #%4 age 4% ea of 
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ſee it needful. His Honour is ſometimes concern 
that it Now *. ; _ ue abr: the Caſe, we 
ma aſſur d it will be fo. For the oppreſſitncof the pol xii. 
1 for the ſighing of” the Needy, nom 12 DG fait Nazis. 
the Lord, I will ſen him in ſafel from him that puffeth at 
him. For the Lord taketh pleaſare in his People; ee. 
will beautify the Meek with Falbatien. Aud all Men 4. 
ſhall fear,and ſhall deelive the Tr if God ; for rü Ie, Pal. laiv. 
wiſely conſider of his Doings.” De Righteous ſhall be glat'y, 10. 
in the Lord, and ſhall truſt in him, and all the upright 
in Heart [hall Flory. F K Is 0153 11K 10 4 314) 
Without proceeding any farther in General Tnftru- 
ctions, T ſhall now come down to Particulars,” and 
wake Inquiry, How far this Meſſage which GOD: 
ſenr heretofore to his Faithful Servants by the Pro- 
phet, is without Force and Violence, applicable to 
Conſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters, in the Circumſtances 
which they are now in. And that we may the better 
judge of this, it is requiſite, that we ſhould diſtin- 
guiſn between the Caſe that is here deſcrib d, and 
the poſitive Prediction that is annex d. Upon an 
exact comparing of Circumſtances, I conceive, ir 
won't need much Pains to prove that the Caſe that is 
here deſcrib'd, is very agreeable to the preſent Caſe” 
of Conſcientious Diſſenters from the Eccleſiaſtical Na- 
tional Conſtitution in South. Britain. And if fo, it 
will be bar a natural and juſt Conſequence, That tho“ 
the latter part of the Text be not applicable to them, 
as a direct Prophetical Prediction; it yet may con- 
tribute to their Support and Relief, while they falth- 
fully perſiſt in the Way of their Duft ſrrr. 
The Premiſes being conſider d, Trhink, I may very 
ſafely aſſett, That the preſent Caſe of Conſcientious Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters among us, is very agreeable with the 
Caſe deſcrib'd in the Texr. This Agreement runs thro 
all the Particulars which are mention'd; For they 
tremble at God's Word, they are hated by their Brethren, 
and they are | caſt cut roo, and that, for God's Names 
fake; and they who treat them in this 9 k 
manner, very commonly ſay, Lee the Lord be glori ll. 
It is hard to cncelve a greater Harmony, or a more 
exact Correſpondence. in ſo matiy ſeveral Articles. 
And this deſeryes to be carefully obſery'd, 
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I. Conſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters, do as really, ; 
. .. as thoſe ſpoken of in the Text, tremble as the Mord of 
Sad. I would not here be miſtaken. I don't fay, that 
all Proteſtant Diſſenters do it; I heartily wiſh they 
did: Iam ſure if they all did, and did it more, it 
would be better for them, and they would have the 
leſs reaſon to be concern d at the Ill-will of others, 
and might have the more ground to truſt in God. But 


I am free to acknowledge (cho I cannot do it with- 


out Concern) that even we have too many among us, 
that can ſlight and neglect, and ſleep under, and trifle 
with the Word of GOD,, as if it were of no account, 
as boldly as their Neighbours, that make no ſuch 
Prerences as they do; The Good LORD awaken 


and amend them. Nor do I on the other hand pre- 
tend, that none of the Inhabirants of this Land do 
tremble at the Mord of God, but ſuch as are Di/ſenters ; 


I abhor any ſuch uncharitable Thought. I am very 
well ſatisfy d, that there are many in the Eſtabliſpd 
Church. ef England, that have as true and fincere a 
Veneration for the Mord of God as any Perſons Wwhat- 
ſoever. All that I aſſert, is, That the Character gi- 

ven in the Text, does truly belong to Conſcientious 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, and as truly to them as to any. 


Which I take to be very plain, ſince it is becauſe they 
ſo much ſtand in awe of he 

ſo afraid of Eccleſiaſtical Impoſitions, which they 
cannot find, that the Word will warrant; and it is 


upon that Account that they are exposd. , I readily 
grant indeed, that we han t valud God's Word, nor 
trembled at it, fo much as we ſhould have done; and 
for that we have cauſe, to be humbled; and per- 


Mord of God, that they are 


a 
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* 


* 
* 
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haps. this may be one Reaſon, why G OD has ſeen 


fit to rebuke us. But ſtill, -rhis Character more truly 
belongs to none, than it does to ſome among us. And 
tho. this 1s often turn d to our Reproach; yer I take 
it to be our Happineſs; the more we have of this 
Temper among us, the better is the Prognoſtick. 

This is what may very juſtly vield us Comfort upon 
Reflection, tho we ſhould upon that Account be 


cenſur d and traduc d. 


2. The Diſſenters have been Hated by | their Bre-. 
tbren ; and ſtill are ſo by roo many. This admits of 
ſo fagrang Proof, that I can't fee how it can be de- 


deny d. 


N 


4 


b. 


* 


— 


; — 


— 


— PROTESTANT-DISSENTERS. 


rhey be Enemies to'rhe Church, who agree. with Her 


imaginable Contempt pour d upon us, as if we de- 


to profane the Lord's-Day. And many were caſt ot 
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deny d, or even eden "'Whence elſe is it, "that 
they ſhould fo often both from the Pulpit and 7 


be repreſented as Enemies to the Church, in common 


with the Papiſts*2 Can there be any want of II- Wil, 1 
where Men take ſuch a Liberty? Bur how can this flections 
hold, or be reconciFd with Truth? For how can on the 
reſent 
in Her Doctrinal Articles, and in all Effentials of oſture 
Worſhip, and in concern for a Reformation of Man- of Affairs. 


ners, and in every thing by which the Church of Eng- pag. 2 l. to- 


[and is diſtinguiſn d from the Church of Rome ? How gether 
can they be Enemies to the Church, who agree with with ma- 


Her in every thing that is Neceſſary to make Men ny of the 


— Chriftians, or good Subjects, or good Neigh- late angry 


Sermons 
urs, or help them forward'in the way to Heavens — — 


And yer, is it not a ſign of Hatred, that after all We phlets. 


muſt often be repreſented as Common Enemies to the 
Church with the Papiſts 2 Nay, that it ſhould often be 


repreſented as more eligible to go over to the Papiſts 


than the Diſſenters ? And is it nor a fign of Hatred, that 
we muſt upon all Occaſions be mifrepreſented, p 
charg'd with Things to which we are utter Stran- 
gers , branded as unfit to be Truſted , and have all 


ferv' 2 no Conſideration or Regard, either from our 
Superiours or Equals ? If this does not ſhew Hatred, 
it would be hard in any” Caſe to give good Proof 


of It. N 


3. The Diſſenters, and thoſe who have Acted upo 


"as fame Pfuciples with rhem, have alſo been 7 


out by their Brethren, and that again and again; and $5 
chat for trembling at God's Word , and refuſing ſuch 


Compliances as they could not perceive they could 

yield to, without Sin. Many eminently Pious Per- 
ſons were for ſerupling ſtrict Conformity, caſt out when, 
the Canons took place in 1603; and many, ſeveral 
Tears afterwards were caſt out of their Churches fot 


refuſing to read the Book of Sports ; their Conſciences 
not allowing them that way to give publick Liberty 


of the Land into Americe, by Eccleſiaſtical Rigours 
and Severities. And have we not had various Eject- 


ments ſince the Reſtauration in 16605 Were not 


rwo Thouſand 255 1 Golpe We as m Rains 
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N eyer == in "1662 (aow juſt, 59, joan 
ago) caſt out of their Churches, and driven into Cor- 
ners ? And were not a number of 8 Perſons at 


n 0 Time, or rather the Year before, caſt out of — 


apiſtracy. in all. parrs of the Land,, becauſe 
Jani not declare their utter A horrence and = 


* [of ation of a certain Principle, wirhout the Help 


of Which we had never been Bleis d with the late 
Glorious Revolution, (which I hope we ſhall never for- 
1 nor with, a, ee Queen, at preſent on the 


rone, por with our future Hopes fr m a Proteſtant, 


ucceſſion Legally, ſertled, which is our l wy) 
our Enemies Terror, and may ir. be ever 72 A 
- were not our Miniſters afterwards 6ſt our of Corpo- 
; £9008, and all Places, 2 e they mighr be likely ro ro 
mſelves and their F 
And were not both they and their Families, 
for many Years together, c caſt out gf the Pro 


of the Law, and left to be impriſon d, and worried, 


and beggar d, at the Pleaſure Pe thoſe who generally 
had as little. of Humanity or Co e 4 as they 
175 of Chriſtianity or real Religion At 

ad at laſt, a Legal Toleration. granted us, for which 
we are very Thankful ro GOD, and our 9 
yet were we not caſt out with Contempt by the Con- 


vocation in 1689, when we had a Prince upon the 


Throne, that had it much at Heart to heal our Brea- 
ches and compoſe our Differences, by means of ſuch 
nceſſions as would have diſcover'd a Brotherly 
Tenderneſs? And are not Proteſtant Di ſſenters now 
cafe our from all Places of Profit and Truſt , unleſs 
y ll quir cheir Principles, and entirely fall in * 

Ie, Publick Eftabliſhment.? _ 
_ Theſe are hard. Things: If the Agents i in them; 
had been the Patients, they'd haye thought them ſo. 
They are Things which we apprehend, we have no 


y deſerv'd, And it cannot be wondred., if the * 
_ the more, and cut rhe deeper, becauſe they dont 


ome from Strangers or Aliens, but Brethren: From 
thoſe who. profeſs the ſame Faith with us, and adhere 


to the ſame Rule of Life; Men of the ſame Religion, 


and the ſame Civil Intereſt too; Men that have been 


convinc d, chat they whom 1 2 in chis manner, 
de as bearry as apy for the l © 


ther . ; 
and 


tho we 


mn as... r dre. ] oaftoac.c F * 
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5 and lo Steady, that they could never yet, either 
be Rn or threatened. into the weraying. ect 
Agaih, SUR 2115.6) NIGRA 
4 4. Have "hey nor 1 3 caſt out for Gods Nane 
ſake? For where is the Man that. can charge us with 
any thing Criminal, and ſupport his Charge with 
Proof? What Occaſion can they fond againſt us, that 
are Diſſenters, except concerning the Lam of our God? Dan. vi. 5; 
Which was Daniels Caſe. Is not what is ſuffer d 
for the ſake of a good Conſcience; : ſuffer d for God's- 
Numer /ake D It has indeed been often ſaid, Thar the: 
Law: has been eluded, and Hypocriſy countenanc'd, 
by the Occaſional Conformity of ſuch as have not Con- 
form d for a conſtancy. But was not the Law intend-: ; 
ed; Originally deſigu d to keep out Papifts, / rather . 
than\Proteſtants2-/And when the removal of that Law, 
would-have let in the Papiſts, were not the Diſſenters, 
generally ſpeaking (a very few only being excepted) as 
active and induſtrious to hinder the Repealing it, as 
any Men of their Capacity, in the Nation? And 
how could there be any Hypocriſy, ot the leaſt ſcan- 
dal to Religion in it, for Men to do What they al- 
ways held to be Lawful, and what they actually did 
at ſome times, meerly to ſhew their Charity under 
their Diſſent, when it was (how juſtly or reaſonably 
I enquire not) requir'd. that they ſhould do it for the 
ſake of an Office? Why then muſt the Diſſenteri be 
run down with ſuch a Vehemence ſor chat, which 
had they meeily conſulted their Intereſt as a Party, 
they muſt from the firſt have altogether forborn # 
Let the Matter be ſearch d to the te and (ba- 
ting the Imprudences of particular Perſons, which 1 
pretend not to account for) the Contempt they have 
this way fallen under, will be found to owe its riſe to 
their not falling in with the Church Eſtabliſued. by 
Law; againſt which, after the utmoſt ſearch they 
can make; Conſcience: reclaims, for fear they ſhould 
by ſo doing abett and ſupport unſeriprutal Impoſitis | 
ons. I cannot ſee, but that their being chis way ex- 
Laach is as much for God's ſake, as any Reproach or 
ardſhip chat was endur'd in the Primitive Times, | 
upanxthe Accounroof a Conſcientious Refuſal to daun 
de d dr, N even: when. the) 
85 K dt 39975 vaudilt 
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of Comfont and Gran. 


did! nor fick at being Ocrajinah preſent at pry 
* And yer, once more; 2 
4 hen Conſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters tins 
wa treated moſt conte y, their 


Bre- 
thren have ſtill ſaid, Ler che Lord be gloriß d. It has 


been the uſual Plea, That the Reſtraints that have been 
laid upon them, and the Difference that has been 
made between them and others, have been in order to 
their Conviction, and for the Common Good; ſor 
che ſtrengthening of the Churc h. and the ſecuring of 
that from Dauger: And when they have been brought 
under new Difficulties and Hardſhips, it has been no 
unheard of thing for thoſe who were the Occaſion of 
them, to ſay, in an inſulting ſcoffing way, If char 
which you. are ingag'd in, be the Cauſe of GO D. 

let him appear for ou. Let us ſee When, and how He 


| = in your favour? Such ſort of Language we have been 


Anſwer. No other return is neei ful than this, Thar. 
we can leave that to GOD. However, the uſual- 
nets of ſuch Language in our Caſe; as well as that 
in the Text,: makes the Parallel rhe plainer. And in 
reality, it was the exactneſs of the Correſpondence, 

0 chat was my inducement ro Chooſe theſe Words for CY 
Subject of DiſcourſGG. | 9 1 
Taking it then for ranked; TharoirCaſe is Dif. 
ſenters, aniwers: the Deſcriprion here given by the 
t, of the Caſe of thoſe: to whom he was to 
bring a comfortable Meſſage from GOD, I ſeem to 
my ſelf, to have from hence a very fair Oecaſion to 


my: of Perſons. vt 389% . 
* 41 To. our Brethren aas England. 15 


34 2. 4 
nel To- 3 us'd to Worſhip GOD among the 
Diſſenters ; but forſake us now, and wholly fall in 
with the Eftabhiſh'd Church, to fave themſelves from 
n e eee And, i 59075 26 i ee Of 
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will own you, and what mighty things He will do- 
us d to and we have no occaſion? to labour for an 
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to ProTesTa T Drs. 
"So y be ſurpri⁊ d chat L ſhould pretend to ap- 


ply mlt ro to * rhe firſt and ſecond ſort, r 


rhere 1 18 little likelihood, L have any ow who Fen 
ing: {can/1n, return, not only plead my Text, r. 


refety to others, tho they were the Pept of: G'O 


5 


to whom. it was immediately directed 3 but have this 


alſo to ſay, That I know I am ſpeaking rc to ſome th 
are very able do make a Report of what is ſugge 
both to one and t other: And that the xhings I have 
to offer are ſo much the Subject of Common Conver- 
ſation, that e can hardly 52 of us be ro 
nme wich fit Mater of Diſcourſe upon it. And,, 
nA 


C * 1 begin wake our 8 of the Church of of Eng» | 


land, with whom I think: we have fair Ground of Ex» 
poſtulating, tho I would manage it with. F 
Calmneſ: * in the World. Brethren, Iwill call 1-2 
anch as ſuch I will own them (and hope we. ſhall 
do ſo) carefully endeavouring to keep up a Brother 
Affection to them, whether they will on * an 
carry it to us as Bretbren, Vea, or No. To ſuch 
would put a few plain, ut cloſe and ſerious Queſti 
ons hic to me appear to deſerve to be conſider d 
1. Why ſhould yo Hare us ? Are we not Bre- 
tbrenꝰ Have we not one and the fame. GOD, 
Father, to whom we owe our All, and 5 Favour 


muſt be our Final Happineſs ? And have we not one 


and the ſame JESUS-GHRIST,”rhe common Savi- 


2 and depend upon > And one and the 


Holy Spitit to influence and animate us in an 
Holy Courſe, and from whom we derive all Grace 


and Peace ? Are we nor of one and the ſame Religi- 


on ? For how is it poſſible there ſhould be two d 
rent Religions, where. there is the ſame Head, 
_ Vital Spirit ; che ſame End, and Rule, 


Proſpect > Has real Vital Religion any concern in i 
— — things in which the Difference properly lies be- 


rween Vou and UIsꝰ And will not one and the fame 


Heaven at laſt hold us al? Why then ſhould you | 


. Is it 4 ching n Or can vou 
ir 


We can female: Profeſs * Thar: Ti don't; 229 


18 


youl, / Tho we-difler from you, a 
3 e e 


* * + 
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ſo, as you have to differ from us, yer we Honour 
and Love you: We bleſs G O for your valuable 
Gifts and Endowments, and can heartily Rejoyce in 

| your Ulſefulnefs': We take part in your Happineſs, 
and ſhould ſenſibly” ſhare” in your Dangers: Why 
ſhould you then reckon us your Enemles, or carry it 
to us as if we were ſuch ? Have we any Friends, 
that are not your true Friends as well as ours? Have 
we any Foreign Intereſt in view, that you can ſup- 
1 can have any Influence upon us? Have we any 
rince to bring in, to Support and Head us, from 
Wbhom you have any Averſion ? Or have you any. 
Enemies that are not our Enemies as well as yours ? 
Should the Remaniſt carry their Point (which GOD 
forbid) and prevail to extirpate the Northern Hereſy, 
can you be ſo weak, as to imagine that for any length 
of Time they'd make much difference, between 
Conſcientious Church. Men, and Pio Diſſenters? And 
tho” we in ſeveral Things differ from you, yet do we 
not agree with you in all the Effentials of Chriſtia- 
nity ? And are we not as Hearty in Oppoſition to 
Popety, and as firm in our Adherence to Queen 
ANNE, as our Rightful Sovereign, and to the Suc- 


_ 


ceſſion in the Inuſtrious Houſe of Hannover, as any 
Men whatſoever > Why ſhould you then” affect to 


pour Contempt upon us, and ſet us aſide as needleſs 

and uſeleſs Perſons * one aks 6 % nur 

| Does not St. Pauls Argument deſerve your Conſi- 
Cor. xii. deration ꝰ might it not Strike you? The Eye, ſays he, 
21. - Ganhot ſay ito the Hund I have'no need of thee : nor a- 
2251 the Head t the Fer, I bave no med of you. And 

ff it cannot be ſo in the Body Natural, why ſhould 

t be ſo in the Body Politick ? And how unſeemly is 

t that there ſnould be any thing like ir; in the Myſti- 
cal Body of Chriſt? We contend not with you for 
Preleminencè: We are ready to allow you the Pre- 
ference in all reſpects, (care ro keep cloſe to the Rule 
_ of the Word, and Fidelity ro the common Intereſt 
only ie rh to Bur why muſt wie therefore be 
thrown'afide as Uſeleſs > We are ready to allow you 
bd 0 be the Head, while we are bur the ret; yer ſtill 
e Fees ave uſeful; and cannot be miſſing in their 


o 


eee. Why ſhould they be con- 
Sing ; . . | ma g, 
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remn'd; becauſe they are not uppermoſt? In their 


Place they are very ſerviceable: Time * 4 ne 
that you may need us: And therefore we om 


you, dont beat too Hard upon us; we 


wont ſay, 


Le Natur ſhould Rebel againſt Principle, ( you know 


very well 'whoſe \ Language that has been) bur leaſt 


the whole Body ſhould ſuffer 


2. Is it a Commendation of the Church you be- | 
long to, and the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of which 
you are ſo fond, that it is always in Danger, if others 
remaln unmoleſted ? That it cannot be ſecur d till 
others are born hard upon ꝰ What a Church is that, 


that can beat neither with Natives nor Forreigners, 
if they in the leaſt faulter in the Shibboleth? Is that 
Chunch to be Boaſted of, that will have little or no re- 
gard to The Communion of Saints, except what ſhe 


ciſcovers by keeping it in her Creed ꝰ Is that Church 
af a right Spirit that can't be ſecure without pouring 
Contempt upon all others? and without expoſing a 
Number of Perſons to Want and Beggary, becauſe 
they won't ſtand ſtill to have their Ears bor'd, in to; 
ken of petpetual Servitude Does not that Church 


expoſe her ſelf, that over and over declares ſhe. cant 
be ſecure, unleſs ſhe gives Meaſures in Matters Poli- 
tical, and is ſuppbrted by Rigour and Severity to- 
_ © wards others? It would be juſtly to be wondred at, 


if this ſhould not at length ſtir up 


Thoughts, in thoſe who have any thing of freedom * 


enquiring 


HL * 


1 


of Spirit leſt. For my part, I hould think it as 
great an Hardſhip to be cramp d in my Affections, as 
in my Iatellectuals: And therefore, if I were a ſta- 
ted Member of ſuch a Church, a Church that cheriſh'd 
ſuch a Spirit, I could nor help queſtioning whether 
it did not become both à Rational and a Chriſtian 
Man to deſire to Breath in a little freer Air. Again, 
3. Has it not been publickly and freely own'd, by 
ſome of the moſt Celebrated Writers on the Chure 


fide, and Biſnhop Stilling fleet in particular, that it See His 
was the Remaniſts who ſecretly influenc'd to the Ri- Charge to 
dours of King Chariess Reign? And did you ſee ſuch hisClergy 


Bleſſed Fruits of thoſe Proceedings, as to diſcern any in his Pri- 
Is not this mary vi- 


Reaſon for a deſire ro return to them ? 


* what out Enemies would rejoyce in? Shall we offer 


f Peg the ſame Track ag before , v 
3 | - 


hen $6.4 ſo #48: 35: 


evident 


ſitation. 


* 9 and Counſel 


An 


evident =o —— Popery is as great now * 
ever j nay, when ſo many even among you your 
ſaves publickly Protlaim it to be much Greater? 
4. Would yqu not Repent your ifing theſe 
your Brethren, and caſting chem ou, ſhould you ever 
 Iiveto' ſee things come ro Extremixy ? Was it not 
thus after all foregoing Severities, at the Cloſe of the 
Reign of rhe latè King Fames 2 Was it not then the 
common Talk even A that had born — 
upon rhe Diſſenters, t they had a Tenderneſs for 
them, and were ready to come to 4 Temper towards 
them ? Were we not publickly told, that -rhey ſaw 
I See Jn their Errbur, + and that 5f the Church of England after 
Apology fie got out of that Storm,” ſhould"return to hearken to the 
Ver che Pebviſhneſs of ſoms ſowre Men , ſhe would be ahandon'd 
Church both of God and Men, and would ſer both Heaven and 
ry 5% Earth "againſt ber? Wen ! we have fince ſeen how | 
"yr 8 Mens Thoughts have differ'd in a Storm, and in a 
27% gel. Calm. However/what has been may be again; and 
rit of — thar in a greater degreethan before, as Circumftances 
 ſecution of may differ. Let me chen put a Caſe, and make a 
which ſhe Suppofirion, at a New Storm ſhould arite ; would 
i accu;'d : the late Cartiage of the very ſame Perſons as for- 
And the merly were ſo awaketi'd, afford Matter for Comfor- 
Morquiſs table Reflection ? Ler me f —— the Time 
of Halli- meuld come, thir yow'ſhould ſee an open Conteſt 
fax , Let- between a Proteſtant Sueceſſour — a 'Popsſh Prince, 
oy of dd. back d with à Frinch\Power , (the Suppoſition may, 
| . 1 think; be very well allow'd: me, as Circumſtances 
Rand) Wl it be a Comfort to you then to think chat 
you ave done what in you lay to tie up ſo many 
Hawds, as would chearfully have been — for 
the Common Safery , to gratify you knew nor who, 
and compaſs" you knew not what? Will you then 
Boaſt of ſcouring your Church, by fuck Methods as are 
dound ro help forward * and _—_ * Ang” 
, may not this deſerve to be conſider d ꝰ 
p 4 Would you like it, or could you forbear refen- 
ir, ſhould we carry it ro you, as you have done, 
ſtill do, to us? Should we with one Conſent + 
Zap —— our Voluntary Subſcrlptions from 
Lecturers, (nor to mention other things) which 
| | know are very getierous in this City; and in ſome 
1 orher ee 11 who-car wonder if | 
We 


. '/ 


to ProteTanT-DivenTaRs, 


we ſhould ) would you not fookit ©: Or, ſhould we, 


upon all Occaſions | diminiſh: and undervalue you, 
ſhould we ſmorher our Reſpect for you, and be back- | 
ward to joyn with you, in what might manifeſtly be 
for the good of the/Publick, for fear of being thought 
too much to Bfteer and Fabour yon; ſhould We 


42 
JT; 
* 
. 


Sacrifice you (hat in us lay) tho) we knew your Fi- 


deliry to the common Intereſt, to ſuch as neither va- 
lud you nor us, nor would do any thing even for 

the publick Safety, but juſt in their own: Way; or 
ſhould we run the farther from you, the nearetr you, 
approach d to us, and Condemmn you for not doing 


what you were not convinc dis Lawfal, becauſe yo 


were free to go as far as you could perceive you La. 
fully might, and expreſs your Charity in a way _ 
was manifeſtly againſt your Intereſt ; would you 
Cry our upon us as very unreaſonable? Ang 4 
then will you not give your ſelves leave to conſider, 
what we may juſtiy think of ſuch Carriage as this, 


in you towards us? Tho chere is a difference be- 


2 Superiors and Inferiors, yer the former may 
know that what in the latter would to them appear 
Inſolent, and Arrogant, and Intolerable, would to the 
latter from the former be very Grating and | Galling, 
and apt to exaſperate. And it is a; Thought chat L 
conceive is very ſit to be er even "Where 
there is the greateſt Diſtance. 1 
6. May not GOD juſtly: being * own Fears, 
upon you? And may He not the rather haſten 
them, ſor your taking Methods to eſcape them that 
bear hard upon yout Brerhren ꝰ Is not thar an affe- 


Ring Threatning; which we meer with in the e's 
anaye Ver. 4 


Verſe before:my-:Text? I af, ſays GOD, will 
their Deluſian, 5 wiil bring their Fears upon them. 
And may not this be your very Caſe? Have you any 
ſecurity that it wont? Did not the Fews plead ſeat 
of the Romans when they put our Lord to Death) 
Did they not declare, that they did it to prevent an 
Invaſion? Bur were they ever the farther from ix 
Nay, did they not haſten it upon themſelves ? Abd 
was it not the more terrible when it came? 
Ng Thaughts as theſe might have ſo good a ten- 
cy, if che were but ſeriouſly purſu'd, that I muſt 


e K to beg pardon for che inc 


* 
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10. 


dom of them. I had not ſtarted them, if I Lad not 
chought it my Duty. But wirhout een 
„ e e ee 29h - 77 
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1. T0 get e chat may deſerte the Cons 
ſideration of ſuch as us d to Worſnhip G O D among 
the Diſſenters, but now forſake us, and wholly fall in 


with che Eſtabliſn d Church, to ſave themſelves from 


Contempt and Hazard. Such as you are, may be 


aſſur d, that we can diſpence wich your abſence from 


our Aſlemblies, withour regretting tho loſs of you, . 


vided you your ſelves are gainers in the iſſue. If the 


ſtep you have taken, will bear your ſober Reflection? | 
and prove for your feal Advantage, may you go on 


| and proſper. So well do we love you, chat we hear 


rily wiſh, that you may find the Way you: have ta- 


ken to be for your real Edification; and that you 
may more trembie at the Mord of God, and have more 


of his Preſence, and more Acquaintance with real 
Vital Religion, and more of a true Catholick _ irir;! - 
than ever you had while, you were among us. This 


is what we for your. fakes ſhould heartily —— x. 


tho I muſt confeis, as far as paſt Obſervations can 


help us to form a judgment, we ſee but little Reaſon 


to expect ĩt. For tho we han t the leaſt Doubt, bur 
that there are among thoſe who have been bred u 0 


the Way of the Church of England, a number 


Good Chriſtians, and às Pious Perſons, as any upon 
Eatth; yet we can ſeldom find that ſuch as have been 


erily Educated among the Diſſenters,> upon their 


Boing afterwards over to the Eftabliſbed Church, do 


| Bu E Inquiry, yoy are ſatisfy d dan een 


grow better Chriſtians than they were before. Ant 


becauſe this is not very common, and we have had 


multiply d Inſtances to the contrary; we think it the 
more becomes you your ſelves with Soberneſs and 
Impartiality to conſider the Principle whence your 
Change proceeded, that you may ſee whether no Se- 


cCular Views had an undue band in it; and Whethet 
har you have done, be fit to be perſiſted in. It may 


be. worth your while ro conſider with yourſelves, 
how little Dem or his Companions gain d, when 


| . 2 Tim. iv. 2 Forſook the Apoſtle Paul, for — Love — this pre- 


t rld; and how ſorry an Exchange they made. 


upon 


* - 


— 


» 


„ „ 


ROTES ANT DissExTERs. 


upon Which you have 1 can anſwer 
for your Conduct at the Bar of Conſcience now, and 
at the Bar of GOD hereafter; yet give me leave in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs, to Admoniſh you, to take 
heed of running too far from thoſe whom you have 
Jones, and of doing things out of a Spirit of Oppo- 
tion. Beware of that which has been the Snz 1 
many New Converts; be afraid of being drawn into Firs 
of furious and bitter Zealagainſt thoſe whom you have 
left, to farisfy thoſe. whom. you. are gone over to, 0 
your Heartineſs in their Intereſt. Such Flames © 
Teal, have in rhe Caſe of many prov'd moſt miſera- 
ble Wild-fire. Be content with being Paſſive, for 
a While at leaſt. Ben't haſtily drawn in to be Aﬀive, 
againſt, choſe whom you know, (if you know any 
thing of them) to be defirous to ſerve GO D ac- 
cording to their Conſciences. Tho you have de- 


Was. 7 - > 92 


55 that True Religion allows no ſuch, thing, and 
ractiſe of it Will have no great tendency to recom- 
mend rhe Way you have taken, to obſervant Specta- 
tors. Speak nothing but Truth of us, and What you 
have ſeen and obſery'd among us; or elſe, you not 
only Won t do us Juſtice, but you will but ill ſecure 


; n or Uſefulneſs. Be rather Advocares 


* r 9 — 2 ——_ 9 * * * 9 8 _— gy—_— , | as. ba | as. AM 
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for us, as you have opportunity, than forward ro rake 
pleaſure in miſrepreſenting us, which would diſco- 
ver but an ill Spirit, and Jed. you little Com- 
| fort upon Reflection. Think ſoberly and calmly with 
| yourſelves, What a Wound is given to Chriſtian Cha- 
| rity, by the Carriage of that Church, which cannot 


ure Religion of all things leaſt needs ir ; and the 


{erred us, yet I beſeech you don't Hate us.  Rememe- 


reckon itlelf ſecure unleſs all in any Places of auf | 


' and Truſt have her particular Mark upon them; ane 

| is at rhe ſame time, too apt to be farisfy'd with that, 

/ wo there be nothing of Chriſtianity but the Name. 

. ent too forward in commending and applauding 
that Church chat can be eaſy, while known Deiſts, So- 


cinians, Arrians, and even ſuch as are groſſy Lew: 

50 Profane, have Places in their Poſſeſſion; or at 
leaſt, can reckon itſelf ſafe tho they are nor incapaci- 
rated and diſabled from holding Places; but reckons 
iclelf in danger of being overthrown, if Di/ſenters 


ul not be jacapable of any Places, tho rhey are 
| ADR of apy Places, rhe. th on; 
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ever {o {ound in the Faith, or ever ſo exemplary in 
their Lives and Practiſe. Take heed of incouraging 
any thing of this kind, and of imbibing from the 
Church wich you have fallen in with any of that nar- 
rownefs and uncharitableneſs of Spirit, which when 
ir is foberly reflected on, will appear real matter of 
Shame, and Which all will actually be aſham d of, when 
that Catholick Spirit comes to be diffus d through, the 
Chriſtian Church, which we are waiting, and pray- 
ing, and hoping, and longing for. And now, 
III. I ſhall wich yer more freedom, and Cloleneſs, 


. and Particulariry, rake occaſion from the Premiſes, 


ro Addreſs myfelf ro ſuch as are determin'd to conti- 

nue Proteſtant Diſſenters, (as long as there is occaſion 
for it) whatſoever their being ſo may expoſe them to. 

And the Advice that I would hence recommend to 
them, is this: | ' . _ 
1. Fake Care that you be Conſcientious in your 
- Diſſent ; and yet don't place the main of Religion in 


Tm. If you don't Diſſent Conſcienriouſly, it will be 


hard for you to bear to be hated,” and caſt out, and 
keprour, and * K and reproach d becauſe of your 
Diſſenting. An 
poſſible thing, for Perſons to be Hated, and caſt out 
y Brerhren for God's Names ſake, and meet with 
HFardſmmips for not complying with theſe who think 
they have a Right to give Meaſures to others, and yet 
be ſtrangers to that Character which is given in my 
Text, of the Perfons whom God accepts and approves, 
and will appear for. Men may ſuffer for Non-con- 
formiry, and yet not tremble at the Word of God, and 
be ſtrangers to real Religion. But this is what you 
ſhould dread the thoughts of; and if you have any 


thing of a right Spirit in you, you muſt and will do 


ſo; you cannot help it. Tho” ir is fufficiently evi- 


dent from Scriprure, that our Lord has not given 


any of his Servants a Right to impoſe a Voke upon 
the Necks of their Brethren, and you therefore do 

well ro refuſe ro ſubmit to any; yer if you think that 
fuch a Refuſal, and your therein acting right, will 
make the leaſt Compenſation for Moral Irregulari- 
ties, for any defects in thoſe Things in which Viral 


grofſeft manner that could be coneeiy'd. 


. 


yet it is evident, That it is a very 


Religion lies, you impoſe upon yourſelves in the 
r 
a. Bent 


. 
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the Glory of his Father, with the Holy Angelt. 

3. Live in hope of GO Ds appearing in your Fa- 
vour, if yon faithfully perſiſt in the way. of your 
Duty. Let not the Boaſts or Triumphs of your Ene- 
mies terrify or fink you. Be not difhearten'd, but 
pur your Truſt in GOD. Be not afraid of evil Ti- Pal, 
dings; bur ler your Hearts be fixed, truſting in the Lord. 7. 
As far as your Caſe anſwers chat in the Text, you 
may comfortably Hope, Thar there will be a Divine 
Appearance in your Favour, ſooner or later, notwith- 
ſtanding that you have no ſuch expreſs particular 
Promiſe of ir as is here given. _ . 

And that I may give you what Aſſiſtance I am a- 
ble, as to this, in a narrow Compaſs, I ſhall briefly en- 

8 quire into Three Things, and ſe, 


FX 


t. Upon what ſuch a Hope and Expectation, may 
in the Caſe of Conſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters, be 
ſafely bottom d. e . i WA 

2. How ſuch a Hope and Expectation in their Caſe 
mould be guarded or limited, fo as to be kept from 

being irregular or exorbitant. And, 


o » * 


3. How they ſhould carry it in the mean time, and 


while their Hope is deferr d, and GOD's appearing in 


* 


their Fayour is delay d. 


1. Then, Let us ſee upon what ſuch an Hope and 
Expectation, in the Caſe of Proteſtant Diſſenters, may 
be ſafely bottom d. All chat I pretend ro affirm is, 
that they may upon good grounds Hope that GO 
will appear for them, and that ſo as ſhall be to their 
Steat J, and dhe Shame of thoſe who have taken 
9 4” e F 2 . 
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rho t Fele in Infulting them, 4m bearing 
Hard upon them. And I think I may warrantabl 
infer it om the Premiſes which have been advanc' 4. 
However, I don't much queſtion, but that you II. 
meet with many who will be forward to argue a- 
gainſt any ſuch. Expectation, I ſhall therefore juſt | 
Sf ou an Hint of ſome things which I apprehend 
| pport ad warrant ſuch an Expectation. And, 
15 Ihe firſt thing which I would here have con- 
der d, is the utter Unwarrantableneſs of narrowing 
the Terms of chriſtian Communzon, Some are in 
ſtrange Confufion about this Matter: The either 
can't or won't diſtinguiſh between fixing wat 
ſtances, the fixing which is ſo neceſſary, that with 
out they are ſome way or other fix d, Divine Wor- 
. ſhip. can't be kept up, and rhe making Terms of Com- 
munion, of ſuch things as are not truly needful to the | 
regular or orderly Management of Diyine Worſhip, 
nor can in the leaſt promote the Ends of Worſhip, 
and which the great Law-giver has given none FY 
Right or Warrant to impoſe. ' But tho Men ſhould. 
unhappily confound theſe Things in their Thoughts 
and Diſcourſe, yet they are in reality widely differ; 
ent. The making New Terms of Chriſtian Commu- 
mon: or narrowing thoſe Terms Which our Lord 
himſelf has fix d, is what the Word of GO D very 
freely declares againſt. It is what the Honour of 
CHRIST, as King i in his Church, is very near] 
concern'd in: And it is the evident Unjuſtifiableneſs 
of this, that I take to be a main Principle of Conſci- 
entious Nen-conformity, This is the Principle that the 
Old Puritans, and We, entirely agree in; tho they 
were many of them diſpos d, it muſt be confeſs d, to 
farther Compliances with the National Eſtabliſh- 
ment, than many of us are now free to; having 
more hopes of a farther Reformation by Conſent, 
than we can now ſee grounds for, when things ſeem 
fix'd for P er af 2 ; and all the Bars that may be, are 
laid in the any Alterations and Amendments, 
tho”: they ſhoy] de 2 575 needful. And this Princi- 
ple that he. Terms ef Communion ate not to be nar- 
row'd, is ſo truly, Scriptural, and ſa agrecable to the 
Nature of Chriſtianity. „Which was: not intended o. 


bea Topical and Ne nn like * of the 


Jews | 
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Jew „but was deſign d far à Religion chat ſhquld 
brain Univerſally; that tho} it has been long con- 
teſted, yet He tha hath all along, firſt or laſt, ap- 
pear d for his own Truths in his Church, when there 
has been a Debate about them, will in all, probabi- 
lixy remarkably clear this, before the Conteſt comes 
to an Rid, Wů̃h lll 
2. The uſual, Merhod of Divine Providence in ap- 
pearing in Favour. of any People, deſerves alſo to be 
here conſider d. Wholoever, will take the Pains to, 
trace the Methods of Divine Providence may eaſily 
be able to Obſerve, That it has been common with. 
60 D ro r His Servants, when they have 
been in the loweſt Circumſtances, and when, che 
that bore. hard upon them, were moſt; confidenr of 
carrying their Point, and ſureſt of Succeſs. | Then, 
from the Beginning has a remarkable Appearance. of 
6 O D in Favour. of any, moſt, uſually, been afford 
ed; then has it been moſt taken Notice of; then has 
it been moſt for the Honour of Gop; and then has it 
| alſo made the moſt. laſting Impreſſions, and been im- 
| prov d to the ſerving of the beſt Purpoſes. And farther; 
3. The flouriſhing State of the Church of Chriſt, 
that we may I think upon good) Grounds apprehend: 
; is now approaching, deſerves alſo to be conſider d. 
We have a general Expectation of the Ruin of 
the Kingdom, and the final Period of the Reign 
of Antichriſt; the fall of Babylon; the Converſion of 
. the ewe; and a more glorious State of the Church 
: of CHRIST here upon Earth, than has ever yet 
been ſeen or known, and I think the Word of GD 
gives ſufficient ground for ſuch an Expectarion : And 
according to thoſe Calculations which appear the beſt 
and the moſt probable, we cannot now be very far 
from thoſe Times. When they come, they'll be emi- 
nent and remarkable for Purity, and an Univerſal. 
Charity, not confin d to particular Modes of Worſhip - 


— 


| or Parties of Men. When theſe Times ſhall come, 
x none that tremble at the Mord of God, will be hated by 
4 any of their Brethren, or caſt-out for God's Name's ſake, 
11 but all ſuch dividing Ways and Methods, will be 
4 abhorr'd, and be matter of Shame. And the more 
8 Reaſon. We upon ſearch can find, to apprehend We 


are upon the Borders of thoſe Times, the more ground 
Nur. - 


— —— CA 
- 
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25 it will, az GOD's own Time; at the Tine chat 


_ ground may ſuch Diſſenters as are Conſcientious have 


ro Hope that GO D will "appeny to their Foy, and in 


ſuch a manner as that they that have born them the 


moft IIl- will, apon the account of their ſteady Adhe- 
rence to the Mrd of God, fhall be ahm d of treating 
them with fo much Contempt. Let me now, | 

3. Shew you how fuch a hope and expectation, in 


the Caſe of the Perſons of whom I am ſpeaking, 


ſhould be guarded er limited, chat it may be kept 
from being Irregular and Exorbitant. And here 1 
defire that ſuch things as theſe may be obſerv'd. 

1. They have no ground to be Poſitive, as to the 
particular way of GOD's appearing. He can appear 


and exert his Power in a great Variety of Ways and 


Merhods that ſhall effectually reach his End. He can 
make uſe of Inſtruments, or Act without them. He 
can make ſtrong and ſudden Impreſſions upon the 
Minds of Men, the Effects of which ſhal! be very 


viſible, rho' the way of producing thoſe Impreſſions 


ſhall be alrogerher undiſcernable. He can produce 
Convictions by the methods of his Providence, abate 
Prejudices, give Light, pour forth his Spirit, widen - 
Mens narrow Minds, and mellow their Hearts with 
Love, and cure them of their Selfiſhneſs and Stiffneſs 
by gentle Methods: Or, He can work upon them by 


down right Necefity, which is the only way in 
which ſome are ro be convinc d. We ſhould not 


f d in the leaſt to Dictate to GOD as to the Way 
and Method, but ſhould leave that entirely ro him; 
and be farisfied and contented, yea, and thanktul too, 


if He appears in our Favour in one way or ano- 


Ts 
2. Neither have they any ground for Poſitiveneſs, 
as to the particular Time of GO D's appearing. I. 
can't perceive they have any certain Warrant to go 
upon, in poſitively ' Saying, How ſoon. ſuch an Ap. 


 pearance will be afforded, or how long it may be de- 


2 


ſerr d. GOD 's Time, as well as his Way, is the fir- 
teſt and beſt. Sore Tryals, may for any thing we 
know, go before it: Perhaps as great as have ever 
been met with yet, if not greater. Nay, they may 
be neceſſary to uſner in and pave the Way for the great 
things which G O D'intends to Effect : But be that 
He- 


1 ie, 
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He hath appointed , He will appear ; * it — . : 
us to wait with Patience i in Expectation ri W250 
3. They have no need to be particular as to the. 
degree of Shame that they ſhall be under, that have 

Pp d againſt them, and hated them, and caſt them 
'out. The magnifying of that, or ſo much as in our + 
Thoughts, defiring that it ſhould be magnified, may 
diſcover a Vindictiveneſs of Spirit, which is very un- 
becoming, and ought to be carefully Watch d again. 

*Tis enough if inſtead of Juſtifying themſelves here, 
and Adting as if they would do it at GOD Tribu- 
nal roo, a are brought publickly, and generally, 
and in a Body, to own that. they were in the 

wrong; and ro be free and ready fora Brotherly Co- 
alition and Union upon reaſonable Terms; I mean 
ſuch Terms, as ſhall leavę none that zremble at the 
rd of God, any cauſe to complain that they are 
born Hard upon. This is enough to ſhew GOD's 
Favour, and ro prevent a return to the like Follies 
afterwards, which are the main things chat in ſuch a 
on) 5 to be deſir d, and on which the ſtreſs is tg | 

al 
And = fuch Limitations as theſe, I think Cor 
ſcientious Proteſtant Diſſenters, may very warrantabl 
cheriſh 4 general Expectation and Hope, that GOD . 
will appear to their Foy, and to the Shame. of their 
Angry Brethren that have Acted ſo unbecomingly. 
And no Ww. 
Lash, Tl ſhew you, how the Diſſenters ought wo 
carry it in the mean time, and While their Ho 
deferr'd, and GODs appearing for them is dend. 
Such as would approve themſelyes to G O D, oughr 
at all times to ſtudy, and mind, and practiſe their 
preſent Duty. I rake rhis ro be che the Great Con- 

cern of Diſſenting Proteſtants, as ſuch, in the Juncture Ez. 9 
we are now in. Juſtly enough may they. with the 12. 
Prophet, call this a cloud) and 4 dark D. However, 
let them mind and do their Duty, and they II have 
Peace, and be prepar'd for all Events; and at time Zech. xiv, 
of Evening, it may be light. Let them bur. follow 7. 
ſuch Directions as I have to recommend to them, 
and they may ſafely leave the Iſſue to GOD ; thar 


GOD, who knows the end From the begining, and has . Avi. 
often Klar 'd it. 
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I. Ler us bow down under che Hand "of che I- 
mighty, and carry it with Sabmiffion to Him, and 
Mic. vii. g. cry out with the Church of old, Me will bear the u- 
dination of the Lord, becuuſeè we have ſinned apainſt him. 
We ſhould carefully recollect our Sins and Miſcarri- 
ages, as having more reaion to be concern d for them, 
than for all the WM-will and Heat of our Enemies. 
It little becomes us to pretend to excuſe ourſelves ; 
for even we have ſinned againſt the LORD in a pro- 
voking manner, and He is Angry with us. We have 
not duly improv'd the many Years Liberty which we 
have enjoy d. We have been ſecure and wanton, 
and captions, and quarrelſome, and have very much 
tort our firſt Love; and as for that Zeal that was diſ- 
cernable under former Hardſhips, it is now but rare- 
ly to be met with. We are grown roo like the reſt of 
the World in Vanity, and come nor up to the ſtrict- 
neſs our Progenitors in Morality and Piety. Our Ene- 
mies freely upbraid us wich this upon Occaſion; and it 
is a vain thing for us to pretend to deny or palliate 
ir ; it is evident, there is roo much Truth in it. This 
is the Cauſe of the Wrath againſt us from the LORD. 
And it is this that has given our Angry Brethren their 
main Ad vantage againſt us. This loudly calls to Hu- 
| miliation. It becomes us to take warning, and to 
| Revel. ii. % our firſt Works, leaſt this be but an inlet to yet 
© more ſevere Methods of Diſciplin ee. 
. 2. The Diſſentexs mould not only carry it with Sub- 
miſſion towards G OD, but alſo with Patience and 
Eo: Meekneſs towards Men. Let rhem take heed of be- 
ing Towr'd and exaſperated,” which is tot capable of 
doing any Kindnels, but may do much Miſchief. It 
is a very poſſible thing to ſee that in the Carriage 
of others that is very galling and grating, and ſhew 
that we are nor ſenſleſs, and yet check any Reſent- 
mient that is unbecoming: And ſo to do would be 
the wiſeſt, and beſt, and ſafeſt Method. We ought 
not to be exaſperated againſt our Rulers. We ſhould 
bleſs GOD that they continue our Liberty, and en- 
deuͤeapbour to carry it in ſuch a manner, as that the 
may be always incourag d to do ſo; and never have 
ry the leaſt inducement to go about to abridge us 
Hofit, We ſhould not be exalperared againft former 
© © " Friends, who may have ſufficient Opportunity co 
| | * | 8 % wt "Repeat 
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Repent at leiſure, of their forwarding in haſte, What 
may perhaps be as great a Damage to the full o 
 themſtlyes as to us. Upon this Account, they may 
deſetve our Pity. What could we gain by Invectives 
againſt them ? We might poſſibly gratify their Ene- 
mies and ours z but I cannot ſee that that would ' -- 
make our Burden a jot the more light, our Caſe at all .:- 
the better, or our Remedy the more eaſy. Should we 
be ſo ſer againſt them as to be backward ro concur 
wich them upon occaſion for a Common Good; would 
not that be to ſeek to Revenge our ſelyves at the Ex- 
ce of the Publick We ſhould not contemn the 
6 Privileges we have, becauſe we cant have all that 4 
we may think defirable, or reckon we might have | "2 
reaſon enough to have expected. If even in our _ 
preſeut Circumftances, we are capable of doing any, | 
Service to out Country in the Choice of Magiſtrates, 
ox of Repreſentatives upon occaſion, let us not allow. 
our ſelves ſullenly to fir ſt ill, becauſe we have been 
born hard on; for what were this, but to let our Re- | 
ſentments run ſo far as to cauſe us to take our Re- | | 
venge upon our ſelves, and upon the Publick, which is 
a thing that would but ill become Men of Though 
and Senſe. Neither ſhould we be exaſperated againſt 
the Body of our Brethren, tho they have dealt un- 
| kindly by us. We ſhould poſſeſs our Souls in Patience Luke xxl. 
and Peace; and as our Lord himſelf did before us, 19. 
commit our Cauſe to God, that judgeth righteouſly, Feet. ii. 
3. Let us ftill exerciſe Charity and a becoming 33- | 
Tenderneſs. Tho' I don't ſee that ir would become 
us any longer to; exerciſe actual Communĩon with 1 
them, while chey perſiſt in putting ſo unkind and un- 
brotherly an Interpretation upon that Practiſe, yer 
let us ſtill Loye them as Brethren; and be ready to 
come into a cloſer Union with them chan ever, when 
they appear diſpos d for it. Let us upon all Occaſi- | 
ons declare our \ readineſs to coaleſce with . them, 
whenever they'll be free to admit all chat tremble 44 
God's Nord, without cating out any which chat orders 
to be receiv'd and imbrac d. Let us not while rwe 
complain of them, take Example of them, and do as * | 
they. Let us not think that their breaking in upon 
tde Communion bf Saint one way, will juſtify us for 
doing it in another way. S fo much ou 
254 - 
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wbe'eved with them, as in Brotherly Love to 
N do them. Let us pity them for being Members 
= Chuch that has ſo little Charity: Reckoning chat 15 
' will much more become us to pity, than to inſult 
them. Let us return them Love 155 
Rom. xi. not be overcome of Evil, but overtume Evil with Goods 
al. And yet let us make a difference between ſome and 
_ _” others among them; between ſuch as heartily la- 
mien, and ſuch as juſtify as far as in them lies, 
' + thoſe rigerous ahd-fevere Nieren Which to us w 
car to be ſo Unbrotherly, is 
| 4. Let us carry ut with con and þ e 
ty; ſo as to ſhe that we are nor Diſpirited nor — 
and that we neither Diſtruſt our Cauſe, nor 
our GO D. The more we appear Diſcourag d, che 


bolden them. If they have Power on their fide, and 
that puffs them up; let us Act. as it becomes thoſe 
at are on the ſide of Truth and Charity ; which 
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* mond meet with ſuch prefſing Temptations, without 
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